Bonn to help pay for Soviet immigratioii 

-TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy said Sunday Oat 
Germany wernki gwe the Jewish state substantial long-term aid to bdp it 
meet die cost of settEng a wave of imnrigcancs from the Soviet Union. On 
return from a visit to Germany, Mr. Levy said an Isxaeli-Gennan 
co mfnnt ec' would meet in Boon in three weeks to discuss ways to 
implement the German pledge. He said the package intfnrfarf grants and 
tews bat did not disclose the amount. “The agreements readied were 
vray favourable id brad... it is serious aid for immifrfarirtrt « Mr. Levy 
said at Ben Gurioa airport on returning from his three-day trip, which also 
took in Italy, brad is struggling to house some 185,000 Soviet Jews who 
arrived last year. A farther 300.000 are expected in 1991. Mr. Levy met 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher and Chancellor Helmut Kohl in 
Bonn. He then stopped in Rome for talks with Italian Foreign Minuter 
Gianni de Micbelis. 
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Ammo dump blast rocks Kuwait City 

KUWAIT (R) — A dump of captured Iraqi explosives exploded without 
warning in a Kuwait Gty police compound Sunday, causing panic but no 
casualties, witnesses said. The blast was dose to a supermarket near the 
seafront where hundreds of families were queueing for supplies. Police 
oiri 20 men were on duty at the post beside a major communications 
centre bat escaped unhurt. There was no immediate indication of the 
cause of the explosion. An area several hundred metres square was 
cordoned off as rocket-propelled grenades, mines and machine gun bullets 
continued to go off thirty minutes after the lint blast. The explosives were 
recovered Emm the beach, mined by the Iraqi army during its seven' 
month occupation of Kuwait, and from buildings * n lhe “ea. 
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Velayati delivers 
message to Qaboos 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani, in a 
message to Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Said of Oman, stressed Iran’s 
desire to take pan in the post-war 
security plan for the Gulf region, 
Iran’s official news agency said 
Sunday. The Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
i delivered the message Saturday 

.1 during a meeting with Sultan 

Qaboos in Muscat. IRNA said 
Mr. Rafsanjani’s message ex- 
pressed pleasure over the libera- 
don of Kuwait and said Iran was 
willing to work towards a regional 
security plan based on the com- 
mon historical, religious and eco- 
nomic ties with the Gulf states. 

Khaddam in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
held talks Sunday with President 
Elias Hrawi and Prime Minister 
Omar Karami on ways to acceler- 
ate an Arab League brokered 
plan to end Lebanon’s civil war. 
Mr. Khaddam arrived overland 
from Syria on his second visit to 
Beirut this year. He was accom- 
panied by Brigadier General 
Gfaazi Kenaan, head of the Syrian 
army intelligence in Lebanon, a 
presidential statement said. 

f Iran executes 34 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian author- 
ities executed 34 people for drug 
smuggling in the northeastern city 
of Mashhad Sunday, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA said. It said 
the 34, who included a woman 
and two Afghans, were found 
guilty of possessing and selling 
heroin. 

War hero elected 
leader of Algerian 
party 

ALGIERS (R) — Berber leader 
Hocine Ait Ahmad, a hero of 
Algeria’s war for independence, . 
was unanimously elected 
secretary-general of the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS) by the 
opposition party’s first congress. 
Mr. Ait Ahmad, 63, said . he 
would transform the FFS into the 
locomotive of democracy in 
■ Algeria and counter the growing 
influence of the Fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
which won a majority in local 
government elections last June. 

No political deal 
over Iran-held Briton 

NICOSIA (AP) — Mohammad 
Ali Yazdi. head of Iran's judici- 
ary, Sunday denied there was a 
political deal to release jailed 
Briton Roger Cooper, Iran’s offi- 
cial Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy (IRNA) reported. However, 
Mr. Yazdi also said in reference 
to Mr. Cooper that “naturally 
any prisoner would be released 
after completing his prison 
term,” said IRNA. Mr. Yazdi, 
speaking to a group of judiciary 
officials, noted the freeing of an 
'4 Iranian student last week in Lon- 
don but indicated this was sepa- 
rate from Mr. Cooper’s case, said 
the news agency. 

Iran reports more 
acid rain, oil slick 

- NICOSIA (AP) — Add rain, a 
recurring phenomenon since oil 
wells in Kuwait and Iraq were set 
ablaze during the Gulf war, again 
fell in southeastern Iran, and a 
slimy oQ slick reached Iranian 
shores, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA} reported. 
The agency said “black rain” fell 
in Kerman, capital of the pro- 
vince, covering streets with pol- 
luted water. “Polluted clouds” 
T were moving further southeast, 
IRNA said. It added that a 
“thick, red and green” oil slick 
had reached the port city of Day- 
lam, in southern Bushehr pro- 
vince. 

Heavy casualties 
reported In Ethiopia 

NAIROBI (R) — Thousands of 
people were reported killed or 
wounded in large battles across 
northern Ethiopia in the past 
.week as government troops 
^ft^fought to drive back rebel offen- 
sives. The radio of the rebel 
Ethiopian People's Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
said Sunday that 4-.600 govern- 
ment troops were killed. 


Iraqi parliament to meet; 
reports say revolt continuing 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE IRAQI parliament has been 
called to session Wednesday, pre- 
sumably to and advance 

political reforms promised by 
President Saddam Hussein while 
the country is grapp ling with in- 
ternal revolts. 

Iraqi newspapers Sunday re- 
ported scenes of death; destruc- 
tion, chaos and looting in south- 
ern cities daring die reverie, which 
President Saddam says has been 
quelled. 

They also published their first 
photographs of destruction in the 
rebellion which broke out in the 
mainly Shi’he Muslim south after 
Iraq’s army relinquished Kuwait 
18 days ago. 

President Saddam said in a 
televised speech on Saturday that 
government forces had crashed 
the revolt in the south, which he 
said was backed by neighbouring 
Iran. He vowed to queQ a con- 
tinuing Kurdish uprising in the 
north. 


Commenting on the unrest, the 
Defence Ministry newspaper A1 
Qadissiyah said: “Aggression 
launched by the United States 
and its allies was a dangerous 
in-between chapter which tried to 
prepare for creating disturbances 
and to dismember Iraq.” 

Reporting from Hilla, capital 
of Babylon province, the ruling 
Baath Party organ A1 Thawra 
said: “The scenes of destruction, 
death and looting all over the 
province are beyond descrip- 
tion." 

Most of Hina’s 11 health cen- 
tres and three dty-centre hospit- 
als had been destroyed or looted 
of medicines and equipment, the 
newspaper quoted provincial 
health director Hassan Qaddouri 
as saying. 

AI Thawra said rioters fired 
heavy weapons, mortars and 
rocket-propelled grenades during 
the fighting in Hilla. 

Pictures in Al Thawra and Al 
Qadissiyah showed bodies, in- 
cluding a child’s, outside a build- 


ing, as well as Baath Party head- 
quarters, health centres and 
schools with their belongings 
scattered and destroyed. 

Al Thawra qnoted a man 
named Kbodor Abbas as saying 
rioters imprisoned him and other 
people for 14 days in a school 
basement before Iraqi troops re- 
captured the area. 

In Karbala, 80 kilometres 
south of Baghdad, destruction 
was immense, the newspaper 
said. 

It quoted local governor Ghazi 
Mohammad as saying govern- 
ment offices, party headquarters, 
banks, police stations and civil 
defence departments were des- 
troyed. 

Official buildings which had 
not been bombed by U.S. planes 
in the six-week Golf war had 
been damaged by the “new 
aggression,” Al Thawra said 

In the streets, even traffic lights 
and statues were smashed. Piles 
of guns and ammuni tion were still 
scattered about and some were 


bidden in the city’s holy shrine. 

Turkish peasants in border vil- 
lages were quoted Sunday as 
saying the sound of artillery fire 
and explosions coming from the 
direction of Iraq has quietened 
down for the past conple of days. 

Villagers in the areas where die 
Turkish, Iraqi and Syrian borders 
converge said insurgents on the 
Iraqi side of the frontier were 
seen towing with tractors some 
unidentified heavy army vehicles 
and weapons towards Zakhu, 
which is about 65 kilometres 
southeast of the border, accord- 
ing to the semi-official Anatolian 
news agency. 

Turkish newspapers reported 
Saturday that Kurdish rebels had 
gained control of a northern area 
and flown a Kurdish flag at the 
Iraqi border crossing point The 
reports also said Kurdish rebels 
were seen- capturing and taking 
away some Iraqi soldiers. 

Radio Baghdad said Iraq’s 

(Conthned on page 5) 


Israel allows Arab workers 
back into Tel Aviv, Haifa 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Exactly two 
mouths after the Gulf war began, 
Israel 'Sunday allowed Palestinian 
workers from the occupied terri- 
tories back into two main cities 
:taigetred by Iraqi missfics. ■ 

As the workers streamed into 
Tei Aviv, the city district court 
imposed a stiff sentence on Ami 
Popper, 22, after co nvi cti n g him 
of the murders of seven Gaza 
Palestinians waiting for day 
labour in nearby Risbon Lezion 
last May. 

Popper was sentenced to seven 
life terms in prison after pleading 
guilty to the charges- 

Popper banged his fist on a 
table and shouted “no no” when 
the sentence was passed, and his 
family buried abuse at the pro- 
secutor and tiie three judges. 

Popper opened fire with a sub- 
machine gun on about 50 Palesti- 
nians as they waited to be hired as 
casual labourers sooth of Tel 
Aviv. 

The massacre sparked three 
days of protests in the occupied 
territories in which 13 more 
Palestinians died. 

The judges said Popper fired 
indiscriminately, even reloading. 
They called it “an unpre- 
cedented, abominable deed,” 


and added a 20-year sentence, to 
be served concurrently, for the 
attempted murder of the 10 
Arabs who were wounded. 

Popper had maintained he was 
trying to ItiO one man in the 
group who be claimed -had 
molested him as a child. He said 
he was not accountable for his 
actions and was mentally Incom- 
petent to stand trial. 

However, be dropped that line 
of defence Sunday alter a com- 
mittee of psychiatrists hired by 
his attorney supported the court’s 
.view that be was competent to 
stand triaL 

The army lifted a total ban on 
Palestinian labourers entering Tel 
Aviv and Haifa, the two main 
targets of missile attacks during 
the war which lolled two and 
wounded 239. 

On Saturday, an unidentified 
gunman opened fire on Palesti- 
nian labourers in Nes Zona next 
to Rishon Lezion, wounding one 
in the leg. 

Some 21,000 workers came to 
Israel from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip compared 
to about 120,000 before the war. 

Many heeded calls by leaders 
of an uprising in the occupied 
territories for a strike and to stay 
away from jobs. It was also the 


first day of the fasting month 
Ramadan. 

Only Palestinians registered 
with the Israeli employment ser- 
vice were allowed in and their 
einplpyers had to return them 
home by dusk. a 

Sfamoel Ozemboy, a military 
spokesman, said 20,000 Arabs 
came in from the West Bank and 
9,000 from Gaza. 

Both the Unified Leadership of 
the Uprising and the Islamic re- 
sistance movement Hamas called 
the strike to mark the two-month 
anniversary of the war. 

“We should raise the Palesti- 
nian and Iraqi flags, write slogans 
against American and allied 
aggression against Iraq and call 
on die occupier to withdraw from 
Arab lands,” the latest unified 
leadership directive said. 

The army confined the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied tenotires do 
their homes at the start of the 
Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

It gradually eased the restric- 
tions but a night curfew has re- 
mained in effect. 

The army moved the start of 
the night curfew forward two 
hours to 8 p.m. local time (1800 
GMT) from Sunday. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
say Bush 
coming, 
butno 
surprises 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent George Bush is to come to 
Israel for the first visit by a U.S. 
head of state in 12 years, a 
cabinet minister said Sunday. 

Speaking to reporters after the 
weekly cabinet meeting. Trans- 
port Minister Moshe Katsav said 
the session focused on last week’s 
visit by Secretary of State James 
Baker and possible next moves 
on Middle East peace. 

Asked if the government had 
received official notification of a 
Bush visit, Mr. Katsav said: 
“Yes, but there is no date yet.” 

Local press reports speak of an 
April visit but neither Israeli nor 
U.S. officials here could confirm 
this. 

Mr. Bush visited Israel as vice- 
president in 1986 but no president 
has been here since Jimmy Carter 
in March 1979. 

Mr. Bush annoyed Israeli .offi- 
cials when he visited the Middle 

(Continued on page 5) 


Yugoslavia slides 
towards civil war 


Millions vote in 
Soviet referendum 

Rosa an Federation’s parliament, 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Temperatures rose further in 
Yugoslavia’s shaky federation 
Sunday, edging the country closer 
to civil war despite calls for calm 
from the embattled state pres- 
idency- 

Serbia’s communist president, 
Slobodan Milosevic, capped a 
hectic political week when be said 
Saturday that Yugoslavia’s big- 
gest republic no longer recog- 
nised the authority of the federal 
presidency. 

“The destruction of Yugoslavia 
has entered its final agonising 
stage,” Mr. Milosevic said in a 
televised address blaming air anti- 
Serbian coalition for the coun- 
try’s turmoil. 

Fran jo Tudjman, president in 
rival non-communist Croatia, 
said it was his republic that was 
under threat and Mr. hfaosevic 
was paving the way to dicta- 
torship. 

Mr. Milosevic’s speech fol- 
lowed the resignation on Friday 
of a dose ally and fellow Serb, 
Yugoslav President Borisav 
Jovic. 

Mr. Jovic quit as the head of 
the eight-man federal presidency 
after other presidency members 
refused to bade his demand for a 
State of emergency. 

“Jovicfc political manoeuvre is 
intended to paralyse the country’s 
leadership, allowing generals to 
take w wnmand over Yugosalvia 
and then eventually proclaim him 


the president,’* said Vjesnik, 
Croatia’s leading daily. 

The presidency indudes a rep- 
resentative from each of Yugosla- 
via’s six republics and two pro- 
vinces. Saturday, the representa- 
tives from pro-communist Mon- 
tenegro and from Vojvodina, a. 
partially autonomous province of 
Serbia, also announced their res- 
ignations. 

The remaining five presidency 
members met Saturday and mged 
more talks among the republics 
on Yugoslavia's f u t ure . 

Macedonia’s presidential rep- 
resentative, Vasil Tupurkovski, 
said in a statement that Mr. 
Milosevic has in feet “called for 
chaos and civil war wife tragic 
consequences.” 

Mr, Tnpnrkovsld said Mr. 
Mflosevie wanted “to introduce 
brutal repression” in Yugoslavia, 
and that was an admission that 
the Serbian leader’s policies have 
“sustained a definite defeat.” _ 

Stipe Mesic, Croatia’s repre- 
sentative on the presidency, said 
after Saturday’s meeting that he 
was not op timi stic about fee 
democratic outcome of the 
Yugoslav crisis. 

Rival Croatia ami Serbia have 
both put their police and imfitia 
reserves on high alert, pro mptin g 
many diplomats and Yugoslav 
politicians to conclude that fee 
rhaiwNt for a peaceful solution 
are dimming . 

((Mined m pip 2) 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Mil- 
lions of citizens went to the polls 
nationwide Sunday to decide 
whether to preserve the Soviet 
Union. Tensions erupted into 
violence in the Republic of Mol- 
davia, where nationalists attack- 
ed would-be voters. 

Hanging in the balance was not 
only the fete of this vast nation 
and its more than 100 ethnic 
groups, but the future of Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

The Soviet president lobbied 
heavily for approval and pre- 
dicted victory in the referendum, 
which asks citizens whether they 
want to stay together in a re- 
vamped federation. 

No results were immediately 
available, but public opinion polk 
indicated 'it would pass, giving 
Mr. Gorbachev the popular man- 
date he seeks to crack down on 
separatists. 

Mr. Gorbachev voted Sunday 
and said a breakup of the Soviet 
Union would be a disaster for 
Europe and the world. 

But Mr. Gorbachev and his 
rival Boris Yeltsin seemed bead- 
ing for a major showdown. 

*Tf some madman should arise 
to provoke a breakup of our 
union, that would be a disaster 
for tills country, for Europeans, 
for the entire world,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev told reporters at a polling 
station near Ids Moscow home. 

Across the capital Yeltsin, ex- 
communist leader of the giant 


said he believed Mr. Gorbachev 
aimed to preserve the Soviet sys- 
tem and the Communist Party 
and government bureaucracy 
without fundamental change. 

“I think it is impossible to 
improve the life of the people 
while preserving fee system. It 
should be destroyed and a new 
one based on democratic princi- 
ples should be created — a union 
of republics under collective lead- 
ership," Mr. Yeltsin declared. 

Mr. Gorbachev has been 
pushing for the referendum since 
December to bypass democrati- 
cally elected republican legisla- 
tures he says are dominated by 
natio nalis t extremists. The vote is 
his attempt to appeal directly to 
the people to restore national 
unity shattered by sometimes vio- 
lent ethnic, legal and political 
disputes. 

Six of the 15 Soviet republics — 
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Geor- 
gia, Armenia and Moldavia — 
representing 10 per cent of fee 
200 million eligible voters, re- 
fused to participate in the re- 
ferendum. But voting on the 
question was held in some iso- 
lated, heavily Russian areas of 
Lativa, Lithuania, Estonia and 
Moldavia. 

In Moldavia’s capital, 
Kishinev, hundreds of n a t i o nalist 

(Gmthned on page 3) 



RAMADAN IS HERE: A scene Sunday from the souq in downtown Amman fell of Ramadan 
shoppers (Photo by Yousef Al A Allan) 


Food for all must be world 
undertaking - Crown Prince 


Jordanian mothers and children need 
immediate international assistance 


POLICY-MAKERS have a 
tendency to overlook “people 
issues” In favour of seemingly 
more weighty political ones, and 
the world community should pay 
more attention to the feet that in 
politics, “people must matter," 
IBs Royal Higness Crown Prince 
Hassan said Sunday. And in this 
“people politics." fee ensuring of 
food for all people must be a 
fundamental concern, he told a 
conference ax Oxford University. 

Food is an inalienable human 
right, and this has been empha- 
sised in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights of 1948, and the 
subsequent International Con- 
vention on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights of 1966, fee 
Crown Prince told the forum 
entitled “Food as a human right 


— the impact of fee Gulf crisis on 
the current international crisis in 
refugee situations." 

There is a critical need for a 
“global plan for food," he said. 
Food security should not depend 
on nations' charity, nor should it 
be held hostage of power politics. 
Today, the world is witnessing 
the sad spectacle of abundance of 
food alongside with starvation in 
the world community, he said. 

While the Gulf crisis has cre- 
ated widespread economic and 
social problems in fee Middle 
East, Jordan has been especially 
victimised. Severe economic 
hardships have resulted from the 
embargo imposed on Iraq — Jor- 
dan’s biggest trading partner — 
by fee United Nations; the influx 


of evacuees and refugees from 
Gulf states; and jobs lost by 
Jordanians based in fee Gulf, 
who had repatriated hard curren- 
cy to Jordan, the Crown Prince 
pointed out. The hardships stem- 
ming from the Gulf crisis consti- 
tute an additional burden on Jor- 
dan beyond fee continuing im- 
pact of the presence of Palesti- 
nian refugees from the occupied 
territories, he said. 

The impact of the Gulf crisis is 
perhaps most dramatically felt b> 
Jordanian mothers and diildrcn. 
There is a growing danger of 
malnutrition and disease, he said. 
International organisations, and 
the world community at large, 
must accelerate assistance, he 
told the forum (see feu text on 
page 4). 


Kuwait pledges democracy 


within 6 months to a year 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait said 
Sunday it would hold parliamen- 
tary elections within six months 
to a year, a move welcomed by 
Western diplomats but greeted 
wife scepticism by some pro- 
democracy campaigners. 

Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Abdul Rahim Al Awadi 
said democracy would be intro- 
duced as soon as an estimated 
400,000 Kuwaitis who were 
abroad during fee Iraqi occupa- 
tion returned and the population 
was re-registered. 

Asked how long it would take, 
he said: “Maybe six months, 
maximum one year but I don’t 
think it’s going to be that much.” 

“This is an obligation by fee 
government, there’s no going 
back on that,** Mr. Awadi told 
reporters. 

■ The United States and Britain, 
leading members of the military - 
alliance which fought Iraqi forces 


last month, bad been urging the 
restored ruling A I Sabah family 
to set an early date for the res- 
toration of parliament. 

A senior Western diplomat 
said Mr. Awadi's statement was 
“exactly the sort of thing we were 
looking for.” He said it would 
enable the government and 
opposition to concentrate on res- 
toring public services and rebuild- 
ing the country. 

But a prominent pro- 
democracy campaigner. Profes- 
sor Lai la Al Qadhi of Kuwait 
University, said she did not be- 
lieve the government and there 
was no need anyway to wait so 
long. 

“I don't believe them. I think 
six months to one year is too 
long. While there is martial law. 
which is basically unconstitution- 
al. every Kuwaiti who has spoken 
for democracy is under threat.” 
she told Reuters in an interview. 


One Kuwaiti opposition leader 
was shot and wounded at his 
home by unidentified gunmen 
soon after liberation. 

Qadhi also said women must be 
allowed to vote. The minister 
made no reference to fee issue 
nor to broadening the franchise. 

At present only about oO.OOU 
men. fewer than HI per cent of 
Kuwaiti citizens, are entitled to 
vote for parliament, which the 
emir suspended in 19St> at the 
height of the I ran -Iraq war. 

Mr. Awadi's pledge on elec- 
tions appeared to go beyond a 
statement by the prime minister. 
Crown Prince Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah. He told visiting U.S. 
senators Saturday that democracy 
would have to wait until security 
was restored and the country 
rebuilt (see page 2). 

(Continued on page 5) 


Concern mounts over post-war 
purge of foreigners in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Western human 
rights observers are concerned 
about the ill-treatment or expul- 
sion of foreign workers in a post- 
war pnrge of immigrants in 
Kuwait 

Worst hit are Palestinians 
suspected of “collaborating” with 
the Iraqi army during its seven- 
month occupation. But 
Sudanese, Somalis, North Afri- 
cans and Iraqis have also been 
affected. 

Some of those rounded up and 
abandoned at the Iraqi border in 
recent days have been living in 
Kuwait illegally but others had 
papers allowing them to work 
here, said Andrew Whitley of the 
New York-based human rights 
organisation Middle East Watch. 

Some said they were tortured 
and beaten after being detained 
and held by police and army since 
U.S.-led forces entered the e’mi- 
rate at the end of February. 


They believe they are being 
made scapegoats in reprisal for 
the alleged actions of Iraqi 
troops. 

Westem'-sources, citing semi- 
official U.S. estimates, said 8,000 
foreigners had been arrested after 
the war. Half were Palestinians 
and the rest came from other 
Arab countries, including Sudan 
and Somalia. 

They said about 300 Palesti- 
nians had been executed by mem- 
bers of the Kuwaiti resistance or 
fee army. 

Human rights workers said 
they were particularly concerned 
that innocent people were being 
punished as collaborators. 

Several international organisa- 
tions are monitoring Kuwait’s 
treatment of foreigners. A Un- 
ited Nations team is studying 
alleged Iraqi human rights abuses 
during the occupation but also 
expects to be approached about 


conditions in post-war Kuwait. 

Before fee war. foreigners out- 
numbered Kuwaitis because 
Kuwait imported large numbers 
of workers. 

Areas where Palestinians and 
poorer foreign families live have 
been rife with complaints of hu- 
man rights abuses despite a 
pledge by the prime minister. 
Crown Prince Saad Al Abdullah 
AI Sabah, that the law would 
apply equally to ali communities. 

John Kerry, a member of a 
U.S. Senate delegation that vi- 
sited Kuwait at the" weekend, said 
he was unaware of retaliation 
against Palestinians. 

But he added: “We didn't fight 
and die here to see a whole new 
level of human rights abuses com- 
mitted." 

Mr. Whitley said he watched a 
Kuwaiti military bus dump 23 

(Continued on page 5) 








i J 


Democracy must wait, Kuwaiti 
crown prince tells U.S. senators 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's crown prince and prime 
minister told visiting U.S. sena- 
tors. Saturday that' democracy 
would have (o wait until security 
was restored ana the country 

ravaged by Iraqi invasion was 
rebuilt. 

Sheikh Saad A1 Abdulla Al 
Sabah said moving Kuwait to- 
wards greater democracy was an 
“obligation and commitment." 

Bur he told a 17-member sen- 
ate delegation making a one-day 
visit to Kuwait that the govern- 
ment's “first priority is the secur- 
ity situation." 

“Then after comes the recon- 
struction and rebuilding of our 
country. Then comes work in the 
political field." 

Many Kuwaitis, especially 
those who endured the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation while the 
government of the ruling Al 
Sabah family was in exile in Saudi 
Arabia, have demanded a rapid 
move toward parliamentary elec- 
tions with an enlarged franchise. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah dissolved par- 
liament and curbed press free- 
dom in 1986 after a series of 
guerrilla attacks amid the Iran- 
Iruq war. 

The government has refused to 
set a dale for election. 

Republican Senator John War- 
ner of Virginia told the crown 
prince: “We hope you'll study 
freedom and that greater indi- 
vidual freedom will be given to 
Kuwaiti citizens." 


The crown prince told the sena- 
tors: “Maybe you have listened to 
voices here and there and these 
do not represent the majority of 
the Kuwaiti people. Our people 
live in brotherhood and coopera- 
tion and fraternity." 

Sen. Dennis Deconcini asked 
the crown prince if he was ready 
to recognise Israel. 

The crown prince said. “The 
Arab countries too want peace 
and security." But he added that 
Israel should “first express a wil- 
lingness to... put an end to the 
persecution (of Palestinians) on 
the West Bank." 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman gave 
the crown prince a letter signed 
by 85 senators appealing to 
Kuwait to eliminate the “secon- 
dary boycott" of Israel under 
which some Arab countries re- 
fuse to do business with com- 
panies operating in the Jewish 
state. 

The crown prince said the 
boycott was a decision of the 
21 -state Arab League and “no 
single Arab country can take an 
independent action." 

“I am sure many of the Arab 
countries are ready now to recon- 
sider this matter." he said. 

The crown prince also told the 
delegation that the six nations'of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
were working on a joint security 
plan for the region. But he said 
“with all this cooperation we still 
need the help and cooperation of 
our friends in the United States." 

The senators on the trip were: 
Wendell Ford. John Glenn. Max 


Baucus. Howell Heflin. Frank 
Lautenberg, John Kerry, Strom 
Thurmond. John Chafee, Mal- 
com Wallop. Don Nickles. John 
McCain. Dan Coats. Conrad 
Bums, as well as Deconcini. 
Lieberman and Warner. 

The United States contributed 
by far the largest force to the 
Westem-Arab anti-Iraq coalition 
and has made clear it did not wish 
.to restore an undemocratic sys- 
tem. 

Sheikh Saad told Mr. Warner: 
“Maybe you have listened to voices 
here and there and these people 
do not represent the majority of 
the Kuwaiti people... our society 
is not divided into ruler and ruled 
people." 

The senators earlier flew by 
helicopter to the Iraqi border 
town of Safwan. where they met 
troops and were briefed on the 
state of a rebellion in the nearby 
city of Basra and elsewhere. 

Mr. Warner said United States 
should not allow itself to be 
drawn into the righting inside 
Iraq. 

“They’ve got a civil war going 
over here in Iraq, and that’s their 
problem, i hope you don’t have 
to get involved. You’ve done 
your job. it’s time to pack up and 
go home." he told soldiers. 

Ohio Democratic Senator John 
Glenn, asked if he feared U.S. 
forces could be pulled into the 
Iraqi righting, said: “I suppose 
it's theoretically possible, but 
only if it spilled over into our 
area, and where Americans are 
being endangered." 


BAGHDAD (R) — Following is 
a partial text of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's speech broad- 
cast on radio and television Satur- 
day: 

Bands of malicious traitors in- 
filtrated from abroad carrying 
forced Iraqi identities to cam- out 
destruction, subversion and rob- 
bery in a number of southern 
Iraqi towns and villages. They 
were assisted in this by unruly 
elements who went astray in Bas- 
ra. Amara. Nassiriya. Karbala. 
Najaf and Hilla. 

These traitors attacked isolated 
army barracks and retreating 
army units, seized arms and 
equipment and started burning 
the people's property and rob- 
bing schools, hospitals and 
houses and assaulting people. 

Treacherously, they started 
killing some slate officials includ- 
ing military officers and others in 
those towns. 

We had to take determined 
action to protect Iraq from this 
treacherous discord and restore 
security, stability and order. 

V>c all tcel bitterness... we did 
not ex f»ect neighbours with whom 
we have attempted to establish an 
honourable peace and open a 
new pace of good neighhourli- 
ncss . . to allow' their territory to 
be used as a launching pad for 
such harm and treachery against 
Iraq. 

Iraq's enemies depicted what 
happened as a popular uprising 
against I he regime and a serious 
attempt to change it. 

No attempt to chance the sys- 
tem of government in country at 
war with foreign forces... can call 
iiselt patriotic. Any change of 
patriotic nature can only take 
place when the people can ex- 


press their will far from the influ- 
ences of the foreigner’s bayonets 
and policy. 

We have to exercise strong will 
and determination to protea Iraq 
from this discord... and restore 
security, stability and order. 

Those who claim they are seek- 
ing a change when part of dear 
Iraq is suffering from the mean 
strikes of foreigners allied in a 
30-state coalition... are not pat- 
riots. 

They are foreign agents in- 
spired by treachery, hatred, self- 
ishness and unruliness... 

We ought to imagine the dark 
fate of our country and people 
had those criminals succeeded in 
controlling its destiny. 

People in the towns and vil- 
lages subjected to these evil 
deeds are best-placed to judge 
those... traitors who raised the 
slogans of sectarian discord and 
partitioning the country. 

Does patriotism and democra- 
cy provide for Iraq to be parti- 
tioned into sects fighting each 
other over government positions 
and high posts? Does patriotism 
and democracy provide for a un- 
ited Iraq to be fragmented like 
Lebanon? 

Fragmenting Iraq is a treason. 
It means entering a dark tunnel, 
similar to that which Lebanon 
entered or even worse. 

Those saboteurs are advocating 
a way for foreigners to tamper 
with Iraq, dominate it and foil its 
hopes. 

Iraqis whose conscience is not 
dead know that we have sought 
reconstruction, progress and 
prosperity for all the countiy. 

Despite the difficult situation 
after the (allied) aggression and 
the losses and sacrifices suffered 


by the army, the bfest of our 
people, of the army and the 
security forces were able within a 
few days to crush this hateful 
discord. 

Many traitors have been 
smashed and many have fled back 
where they came from- 

At the same time as seditious 
bands entered a number of our 
cities in the south from across the 
border, armed elements from the 
same place entered a number of 
villages and towns in the north. 
Both raised slogans of sectarian 
division and committed acts .of 
terrorism, subversion, revenge, 
murder and burning. • 

We have crushed the disturb- 
ances in the dries of the south... 
with the determination of the 
people and the cooperation of 
good, sincere people all over Iraq 
we can pluck out what is left of 
the roots of treason and sabotage. 

We received the blow as we 
began to achieve a new state of 
work for the nation. 

Our decision to build a demo- 
cratic sodety on the constitution, 
the rule of law and political plur- 
alism is a decisive, irrevocable 
derision. 

Dear Iraqis, it is rime to start 
building the pillar of the new faith 
in spite of all the difficulties. 

President Saddam addressed 
much of his speech to the Kurds, 
denying they were downtrodden. 
He said the revolt in the north 
was fomented by the same people 
who backed an unsuccessful 197b- 
75 bid to create an independent 
Kurdish state). 

They are repeating the same 
fatal error and the same 
treachery... their fate will be the 
same as those before. 

i warn these reckless adventur- 


Unknown 

attackers 

raiding 

Kuwaiti 

checkpoints 

KUWAIT (R) — Unknown raid- 
ers are staging hit-and-run attacks 
against checkpoints manned by 
Kuwaiti soldiers and militiamen, 
a government minister said Sun- 
day. 

Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Abdul Rahim Al Awadi 
told reporters there had been 
several Kuwaiti casualties from 
the nightly shootings which began 
soon after Kuwait was liberated 
two weeks ago. He gave no fi- 
gures. 

"There are still people within 
certain areas who are having 
some skirmishes with the peo- 
ple," he said. 

“There have been Kuwaiti 
casualties, J can't tell you the 
number. Unfortunately with peo- 
ple coming at checkpoints, firing 
at checkpoints. With half a mil- 
lion weapons around, you expea 
some casualties." 

Security sources said that in 
one inrident. four women had 
driven up to a checkpoint outside 
the police station in the Jabriyah 
residential district of Kuwait City 
at night and opened fire on mili- 
tiamen. 

Mr. Awadi said: “A lot of 
firing occurs every night. So 
many people have weapons. It 
varies from celebration and hav- 
ing fun to other things ." 


Partial text of Saddam’s speech 



Saddam Hussein 

ers in the name of the Iraqi 
leadership, 1 tell them: ’Do not 
have illusions because Iraq, de- 
spite the losses caused by aggres- 
sion. will with God’s help be able 
to deal... with those who exploit 
the country's plight.’ 

Our Kurdish people must 
remember basic facts. What those 
adventurers and traitors seek will 
never be achieved... Kurds are 
present in even larger numbers in 
Turkey. Iran, Syria and the 
Soviet Union. These countries 
will not allow it. 

We will never fall into the state 
that our enemies want... we are 
determined to rebuild the country 
with the help of God. 

The Palestinian cause was and 
still is the reason for instability in 
the region because it has not been 
solved. 

A solution that does not recog- 
nise the full rights of this strug- 
gling people will be no solution. 
Wise men should recognise this 
fact if they seek security, stability 
and a permanent peace in the 
region. 


Saudi Arabia still wary of relations with Iran 


DUBAJ (R) — Saudi Arabia and 
Iran have hit an old stumbling 
block over diplomatic ties since 
the Gulf war overturned the 
balance of power in the area, 
Iranian political sources say. 

Tehran-based diplomats say 
the continued lack of normal 
links between what are now the 
two main military powers in the 
region does not bode well for a 
lasting regional security plan. 

The sources, who are dose to 
Tehran's negotiating team and 
declined to be identified, said 


hopes of a possible compromise 
had been raised last month at a 
meeting between the countries’ 
foreign ministers in Geneva. 

But in talks since the Gulf war 
ended on Feb. 28, Riyadh had 
become firm again that Tehran 
must not try to set conditions for 
I ranians to attend the annual 

pilgrimage to the Saudi cities of 
Mecca and Medina, they said. 

Relations soured after over 400 
pilgrims, most of them Iranian, 
died in riots after a political de- 
monstration in the Holy Gty of 


Mecca in 1987. 

A latter political and ideologic- 
al fight between Shfite Muslim 
Iran and Sunni Muslim Saudi 
Arabia led Riyadh to cut di- 
plomatic ties tiro following year. 

Tehran has boycotted the Haj 
since then, refusing to accept a 
Saudi ban on political demonstra- 
tions and imposition of pilgrim 
quotas which would cut tiro num- 
ber of Iranians to 45,000. 

The quotas were endorsed by 
foreign ministers of the 46- 
member Organisation of Islamic 


Conference 

Iran's ambassador to Bahrain, 
Javad Torkabadi, still held out 
hopes of a compromise Tuesday, 
saying Iran was demanding 
150,000 Iranians be allowed to 
p erfo rm the Haj but Tehran and 
Riyadh “might agree on the num- 
ber of pilgrims that satisfies both 
parties.” 

Iran believes the Arab coali- 
’tioo partners feel they can keep 
Iran in a marginal security role 
now they do not need to balance 
Iraqi power, diplomats said. 


Electricity still 
three weeks away, 

Kuwaitis restless 


U.S. troops to remain 
in Gulf beyond July 


KUWAIT CITY (.AP) — The 
government said Saturday it 
could still be three weeks before 
water and electricity are restored 
to Kuwaitis who have grown in- 
creasingly frustrated with delays 
and broken promises. 

Elearicity and Water Minister 
Hamud Abdallah Al Ruqba 
announced the new schedule to a 
news conference and said he had. 
been too optimistic last week 
when he promised power would 
be restored by March 24. 

Both ordinary Kuwaitis and 
some leading citizens complained 
the government was not doing 
enough to return normal life for 
the people. 

Workers at the Bavan Palace, 
which is being prepared for 
Kuwait's emir, complained that a 
two-million gallon reservoir has 
been filled with water drawn from 
the city’s supply. 

"People are disgusted with the 
government," said Faisal Al 
Marazook. a banker and former 
journalist who was part of the 
resistance movement during the 
Iraqi occupation. 

“I see the houses of (govern- 
ment) ministers lit. Why not take 
the generators from the ministers 
and put them in the (food) coop- 
eratives?" he said. 

At his news conference Mr. 
Ruqba said sabotage to Kuwait’s 
five main power plants was done 
in a very sophisticated way. 

“Engineers put bombs in the 
most crucial and most sensitive 
parts of our power stations." he 
said. 

Three foreign contractors, two 
American and one Saudi Ara- 
bian, are trying to restore 90 
kilometres overhead cables that 
have been cut in 202 places, the 
minister said. 

“I can spend as much (money) 
as I can to finish the job in the 
shortest time,” said Mr. Ruqba. 
“I can assure you that before 


three weeks, things will be almost 

to normal.” 

The minister said the country 
was getting by on as little as 15 
million gallons of water each day 
distributed by trucks, as com- 
pared to 10 times that before the 
war. He noted that less than half 
the two million people living in 
the country before the war were 
still here. 

Some neighbourhoods, parti- 
cularly poorer ones populated by 
non-Kuwaitis, say those with con- 
nections have been getting regu- 
lar food and water rations while 
other have done without. 

At the Bayan Palace, one of 
several residences used by Emir 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, work- 
ers said Saturday they have filled 
a two-million gallon reservoir on 
the grounds, drawing water from 
the a'ty’s supplies. The emir re- 
turned Thursday to Kuwait from 
exile in Saudi Arabia and is living 
in a private vDla while workers- 
repair extensive damage. 

“It's hard to justify this when 
you see people waiting in line for 
water and food.” said one work- 
er. who requested anonymity. 

Mr. Marazook said Kuwaitis 
were extremely resourceful dur- 
ing the Iraqi occupation, effi- 
ciently distributed food, money 
and medical supplies. 

- But now, food rots on the back 
of trucks because it has not been 
delivered in time to the neigh- 
bourhood cooperatives. 

Ahmad Murad, a Kuwait Oil 
Company executive who was ac- 
tive in the resistance, said. “We 
have a right to be angry. We gave 
the government (in exile) precise 
information three months ago on 
what they should be prepared for 
and they did nothing." 

However. Mr. Ruqba said 
much of the sabotage was done 
Feb. 24. only three days before 
the U.S.-led coalition entered the 
emirate. 


U.S. soldiers say Ramadan 
won’t effect them much 


DHAHRAN (R) — American 
soldiers in Saudi Arabia say 
orders to avoid offending Mus- 
lims during the fasting month of 
Ramadan will not affect them 
much because they can still eat, 
drink or smoke on their own 
bases. 

Several soldiers interviewed in 
Dhahran Sunday, the first day of 
Ramadan, said they had been 
ordered to comply with daylight 
fasting rules when in public but 
could follow their normal 
routines within U.S. compounds. 

“I don’t think its going to affea 
us much. This is pretty much our 
compound and U.S. rules apply 
... they are going to allow us to 
eat on base,” army serviceman 
John Hiatt. 23. from Duluth. 
Minnesota, told Reuters. 

“It hasn't affected us yet and I 
don’t think it will much because 
we can’t go into town anyway,” 
said specialist Sean Waiss. 25, 
from Indianapolis. 

U.S. military officials said 
Saturday that up to half a million 
American soldiers in the country 
had been baned from eating, 
drinking, somking or playing 
music in public during the holy 
month. 

Most of the Western soldiers in 
the coalition have been restricted 
to their bases since they arrived 
last August to avoid upsetting 
Saudis with their more liberal 
habits. 

Alcoholic beverages ban- 
ned in the kingdom. 

Working hours are shortened. 
In Saudi Arabia government 
offices will be open only between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Specialist Linda Rickets, 38, 
from Knightstown. Indiana, said 
U.S. servicewomen would be 
more affected by thaboly month. 

"We're not allowed to talk to 


Saudis anymore. Normally Hike 
to be friendly ... but they (Saudis) 
told me they’re only allowed to 
talk about God during the day," 
she said. 

“So I won’t talk to them unless 
they talk to roe — HI just wave," 
she said. 

Rickets and other soldiers at 
the airbase said they had not been 
told to avoid eating or drinking in 
front of the handful of Saudis and 
other Muslims they shared it 
with. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Virginia 
Pribyla. spokesman for the U-S. 
military in Riyadh, explained that 
the rules for American soldiers 
’would, vary depending on the 
number of Muslims around. 

Desert airbases shared with 
large numbers of Arab soldiers 
would take much greater care not 
to offend their hosts, she said. 

“It’s being dealt with on a unit 
by unit basis depending on the 
number of people around,” she 
said. 

_ "The intent is not to flagrantly 
offend Muslims in their own 
country during a very religious 
time for them. They (U.S. 
troops) are expected not to break 
the ban in front of large numbers 
of Muslims they’re not normally 
in contact with," she said. 

“Basically its business as usual 
but we’re going to accommodate 
their customs like we do all diffe- 
rent religions," said Captain 
Thea Bibbs. 38. from Henderson. 
Kentucky. 

One U.b. military officer who 
did not want to be named ex- 
pressed surprise when told that 
muffled cannon booms fired in 
eastern Saudi Arabia on Saturday 
night signalled the start of a holy 
fasting month. 

“No kidding," he said. 


DHAHRAN, (R) — American 
troops will- still be in the Gulf in 
July and more soldiers are arriv- 
ing to replace some of those who 
have left. U.S. Army Secretary 
Michael Stone said on Sunday. 

Mr. Stone told reporters in 
Dhahran that the withdrawal of 
up to Haifa million U.S. soldiers, 
sailors and airmen and women 
would go ahead as quickly as 
possible but a definite timetable 
had yet to be worked out. 

French Defence Minister Pier- 
re Joxe said Saturday that turmoil 
in Iraq was preventing allied 
forces making the Gulf war cease- 
fire official and setting a date for 
a withdrawal. 

“One can consider that the 
page has not yet been turned," 
Mr. Joxe told French Television 
during a visit to French army 
engineers digging out mines on 
Kuwait Gty beaches. 

He said uncertainty over the 
situation in Iraq had prevented 
the signing of a foil official cease- 
fire. 

Mr. Stone refused to comment 
on the movement of U.S. forces 
in southwest Iraq, a large section 
of which is held by allied troops. 

When asked whether U.S. 
troops could all be home by July 
4. American independence day, 
Mr. Stone replied - 

“I don’t think we’re going to 
have everybody out by then ... I 
think there will be a need to have 
U.S. army forces here beyond 
July 4,” he said. 

“There are still new units com- 
ing from the United States to 


replace units that are here that 
are going home or where there is 
a different requirement," he said. 

“We can continue the rotation 
if we see that there is a need for 
forces here beyond July 4 or 

whatever date you want to sug- 
gest," he added. 

“Mr. Stone said preparation of 
heavy equipment for transport 
back to the United States and the 
need to clear unexploded mines 
and bombs from the battlefield 
would slow down the withdrawal. 

U.S- Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney, Secretary of State James 
Baker and ultimately President 
George Bush would deride on 
how swiftly the withdrawal went 
ahead and whether there would 
be a permanent U.S. military 
presence in the Gulf, he said. 

“That is being negotiated ... I 
have no view as to whether there 
will be a permanent presence 
here but it is an option that could 
be discussed." he said. 

“The soldiers have done their 
part in this action and we want to 
get them home as quickly as 
possible ... but there are political 
elements involved which are not 
my responsibility," he said. 

Mr. Stone said the number of 
U.S. army troops in the Gulf had 
dropped to around 295,000 from 
a peak of 305,000 during the war. 

He said there would be an 
acceleration in the numbers of 
U.S. forces leaving the Gulf over 
the next three months but the 
numbers of specialists, such as 
those involved in clearing unex- 
ploded bombs and mines, may be 
increased. 


Egypt misses ouf on first 
round of Kuwait contracts 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s hopes are 
fading for a major share of con- 
tracts to rebuild Kuwait as a 
reward for sending troops to the 
U.S.-led alliance against Iraq. 

Egyptian businessmen just 
back from a fact-finding trip to 
the emirate say they have won 
only one small contract to reno- 
vate one of the emir’s palaces as 
part of an initial 90-day emergen-, 
.cy plan to restore normal life to 
the emirate. 

And they warn that if the 
government does nor -move 
quickly, Egypt could lose out on 
the second reconstruction phase 
.as well. 

“Kuwaiti officials told us: 
Thank you but no thank you. 
You came too late.” said one 
businessman who went to 
Kuwait. 

Egypt only contacted the 
Kuwaiti government last week to 
offer its services. The Americans 
have landed the lion’s share of 
contracts in the first emergency 
reconstruction phase, with others’ 
going to Saudi, British and 
Kuwaiti companies. 

Officials advised Egypt’s Hous- 
ing Minister Hassabalah Kafrawi. 
who headed the delegation of 
builders, consultants, engineers 
and port officials, to seek sub- 
contracts from U.S. and Euro- 
pean firms for the second phase. 

They said their best chance 
would be to cooperate with 
Kuwaiti companies, many of 
which lack personnel and equip- 
ment. 

Businessmen complain that the 
government was too lethargic and 
apparently, too shy to approach 
the Kuwaitis until they prodded 


Yugoslavia 

(Coutinoed from page 1) 

“It has never been this bad,” 
one Western diplomat said. 
“Events are moving so quickly 
now that they are slipping out of 
the hands of those who think they 
can control than.” 

The army, an unfathomable 
factor in the political equation, 
denied mafia r ep o r ts it was split 
o ver w hether to impose a security 

dampdown in response to anti- 
communist protests in Belgrade. 

“Army leaders are, as they 
have always been, totally united, 


Hussein Sabour. owner of a 
private sector consultancy firm » 
and one of those who visited r 
Kuwait, said private companies 
had already contacted U.S. and 
European firms for the next 
phase. 

If we don’t, Egypt will also lose 
out on the second phase ... espe- 
cially as damage in Kuwait is not 
as huge as the delegation ex- 
pected, except in the petroleum 
sector," Mr. Sabour told Reu- 
rs. 

. With reports that Kuwait bas 
. promised the United States 70 
■riiper cent of contracts, the 
businessmen say Egypt would be 
more than lucky to get third of 
the balance. 

They said Egypt only won the 
palace contract on the last day of 
the delegation's visit. 

“It got the agreement ... after 
meeting the Kuwaiti crown prince - 
who noticed that Egypt was not 
helping in any way in the recon- 
struction process, and told the 
minister to appoint some com- 
panies to renovate the palace," j/ 
said one businessman. 

He said the contract was not 
expeaed to be worth much as the 
complex, though luxurious, was 
little damaged and would take no 
more than 12 days to repair. 

_ Samir Aalam, chairman of the 
state-owned Nasr General Con- 
tracting Company, has sent staff 
to Kuwait to start work. He 
would not say how much the 
palace contract was worth. 

Apart from the palace job. 
Egypt will be providing doctors, 
medicines and drivers as pan of 
the emergency plan to restore life 
to the emirate. 
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both when estimating the coun- 
try’s difficult situation and when 
considering the measures to be 
taken in tins connection,” it said' 
in a rare statement carried by 
Tan jug news agency. 

Vuk Draskovic, leader of the 
nationalist Serbian Renewal 
Movement which spearheaded 
the Belgrade protests, told a 
Spanish newspaper he considered 
a nuBtary crackdown unlikely. 

But tensions remained high 
and Mr. Draskovic tokl the Croa- 
tian daily Vjesnik that Mr." 
Milosevic was attempting the “re- 
bolshevisation” of Yugoslavia. 
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of unstable weather conditions Mon- 
day. Temperatures will drop and 
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The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 


Itafian. Al-Muhajrecq 777101/3 

AJ-Sashir.J. Asfarafieb 775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/1S 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Aural Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zirqa National Hospital - (09)991071 
n«i Sam Hospital (09)986732 

RB1D: 

Princess Basnn Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
IbnAINafea Hospital..-. (02)247100 
AQABA; 

Process Haya Hospital (03)314111 


market prices 

Uppciflover price in fBs per kg, 

Banana 500/450 

M * 1 *™ (Mnkammar) 450 1 400 

8cans 800 / 700 


Cabbage lffl/ 60 

C 33 ™ - 220 / 180 

Cauliflower 180 / 120 

Cwsunber* (large) 230 / 150 

Cucumbers (small) 380 / 320 

500 / 400 

240 / 180 

CarfK 950 / 800 

Grapefruit ..,..250/200 

Lemon 300 / 250 

Lcttuoc(pcronc) 100/50 

200/150 

Marrow (small) 330 / 300 

Onion(diy) ... ... 280/230 

Onion (gram) 160/120 

g™* 6 !--:- 600/300 

.*W er f*°0 - 600/500 

Pepper (sweet) 280 / 220 

250/220 

* adBh - 120/80 

r* 6 .-:- 400/ 300 

0 paiuch 120/ 80 

Tomatoes., 380 / 280 
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Relief officials fear measures 
against foreign workers in Iraq 


By P.V. Vjvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — International relief 
officials are anxiously scanning 
the Iraqi situation with 
apprehension that the economic 
devastation caused by the war 
could lead to a massive expulsion 
of foreign workers, particularly 
Egyptian nationals. 

“We do not have any indica- 
tion so far that such a move could 
happen in the immediate future ” 
said the head of an international 
agency in Amman. “But we are 
indeed worried, particularly after 
the recent imposition of visa re- 
quirements for Jordanians to en- 
ter Iraq.” he told the Jordan 
Tunes. The visa requirement for 
Jordanians, he said, could be the 
forerunner of an Iraqi crackdown 
on foreign workers. 

In Baghdad itself there is little 
sign of any move by the author- ■ 
ities to expel foreign workers to 
make room for Iraqis who have 
lost their jobs in industries, re- 
fineries, phosphate plants and 
other sectors as a result of the 
devastation caused by 40 days of 
allied bombing. 

But that does not mean that the 
government would not be reas- 
sessing the situation once the dust 
of war settles down, warns the 
relief official. 

“It is a very normal phe- 
nomenon. in every situation simi- 
lar to that in Iraq, that the host 
government has to oust foreign 
workers to accommodate its own 


nationals.” he noted. “There is 
no reason at this point to believe 
that this would not happen in 
Iraq.” 

“We hope this doesn't happen 
but are keeping a very dose 
watch,” he added. 

The Iraqi move to introduce 
prior visa requirements for Jorda- 
nians to enter the country was 
explained by Iraqi officials as 
prompted by security concerns. 
But relief officials interpret it as a 
sign of an Iraqi desire to stem the 
flow of unemployed Jordanians 
to the country to take up jobs. 

“It is a paradox,” noted the 
relief official, who preferred 
anonymity. “However, we have 
come to expect paradoxes in ev- 
ery situation.** 

For relief agencies at stake is 
the possibility that as many as 

600,000 to 800,000 Egyptians of 
the 900,000-sirong Egyptian com- 
munity could be forced out of 
Iraq. According to some 
accounts, about 100,000 of them 
are permanent residents of Lraq 
after marrying Iraqi women. 
This makes them immune to any 
expulsion order. 

The first move to reduce the 
number of foreign workers in 
Iraq could come in the form of an 
order for everyone to regularise 
his or her stay with residence 
permits, a labour expert said. 

“This would help the govern- 
ment ask those ‘illegals' to leave 
the country,” he explained. “De- 
spite repeated campaigns in the 
past, it remains true that many 


foreign workers in Iraq do not 
have the necessary permits issued 
by the government.” 

The pre-crisis Egyptian com- 
munity in Iraq numbered around 
1.6 milli on. Over half a million of 
them have left the country 
through Jordan. Many others are 
serving in the Iraqi army but with 
the demobilisation of the armed 
forces they also might themselves 
out of job. 

Egyptians are very much part 
of life in Baghdad. They work in 
restaurants, supermarkets, 
groceries and also in the domestic 
sector. But the return home of 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi 
soldiers is believed to apply press- 
ure on the unemployment mar- 
ket, adding to the problems cre- 
ated by the crippling of the In- 
dustrial and oil sectors. 

The Iraqi Interior Ministry is 
not issuing any reentry visas to 
foreign workers. This has promp- 
ted many expatriates to continue 
to hang on in the country, parti- 
cularly that tbeir savings over the 
years are in Iraqi dinars m bank 
deposits. 

“If I leave now, I lose every- 
thing,” said an Asian who works 
at a now inoperative five-star 
hotel in Baghdad. “I have work- 
ed here for the past five years and 
my savings since February 1990 
are in an Iraqi bank awaiting 
foreign exchange clearance to be 
transferred home,” he said. 

Judging from the state of things 
in Baghdad, it is a very distant 
prospect- 


Palestinians pay heavy price 
for prolonged Israeli curfew 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The imposi- 
tion of a blanket curfew on the 
Israeli-held Arab territories dur- 
ing the last month is estimated to 
have cost the Arab population of 
the occupied territories SIS mil- 
lion because the curfew, which 
lasted throughout the Guif war, 
paralysed all economic activities 
and created social, educational 
and health problems for the Arab 
population, according to a report 
published here Sunday. 

“During the past month, the 
Israeli authorities stepped up 
their repressive measures against 
the local population by virtually 
keeping all the Arabs imprisoned 
in their homes and cutting them 
off from the outside world,” said 
the report issued by the Foreign 
Ministry Department of Palesti- 
nian Affairs. 

The report said that the I* - ^elis 
last month closed the two ridges 
across the Jordan River, pre- 


vented workers from going to 
work and earning a living, they 
closed all schools and colleges, 
imprisoned 28 Arab journalists, 
confiscated nearly three million 
dunums of Arab owned land and, 
paved the way for building 20 
additional Jewish settlements in 
the Arab territories, to raise the 
total number to 198. 

The mass arrests, the collective 
punishment and the confiscation 
of land, said the report, did J'-nu 
damage to the livelihood of 

100,000 Arab families in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. ., ; • 

The report said the I«raeHs 
kep, up their systemati' proot- 
ing of hundreds of fruit trees, 
owned by Arabs, demolished 43 
homes of Arab youths accused of 
joining the resistance and pur- 
sued campaigns to collect heavy 
taxes. 

The report quoted the Israeli * 


human rights organisation “Bet 
Salem” as saying that at least 
3,647 Palestinians were detained, 
by the middle of the last month, 
and that the total number of 
detained Arabs, since' the start of 
occnpatiP r : in 1967, has now risen 
to more than 75,000. 

TVe report said that the curfew 
h-d led to the suspension of 
essential services, like electricity 
and water, in very many areas, 
and that the delay in the collec- 
tion of garbage brought about the 
spread of diseases in a number of 
regions. 

The report also drew attention 
to the deteriorating situation in 
Palestinian hospitals and health 
centres due to the serious shor- 
tage of medical equipment and 
medicine. This caused the death 
of many sick people whose condi- . 
tions required medication on a 
daily bases. 


ADC, A1 Basira assail Western 
media coverage of regional events 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A meeting held 
Sunday by the Arab International 
Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) in Jordan, representatives 
from Al Basira group (a group of 
international women married to 
Jordanians), and representatives 
of the Jordanian media had as 
subject discussions regarding the 
“double standard, one sided 
coverage of events in the region, 
in particular the recent Gulf 
war.” 

“Most Western media people, 
don’t tackle the Palestinian ques- 
tion, from our point of view,” 
Nidal Sukhti&n, president of the 
ADC said. “Sometimes the prob- 
lem is never even mentioned in 
die media, unless it is in answer 
to certain criticism,'* Mr. Sukh- 
tain said. 

“There are many distorted im- 
ages projected to countries and 
governments that play a big role 
in decision making concerning 


this region,” Dr. Zaki Ayyoub, a 
Jordanian businessman said. 

Dr. Ayyoub, was the person 
behind organising and suggesting 
the start of a committee that 
would tackle this problem. 

“I was mad, angry and frus- 
trated by what .was going on,” 
Dr. Ayyoub said. “For example 
the" story of Dr. Sari Nuseibeh's 
arrest has virtually got no cover- 
age in the Western media,” he 
added. 

Dr. Ayyoub’s idea is to gather 
a group of peopje who are willing 
to channel all their efforts to- 
wards a certain number of Arab 
causes, primarily the Palestinian 
plight and the Iraqi crisis in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war, among 
others, and to take these causes 
to the world audience. 

“I like a concentrated cannon, 
we shoot at one target with one 
message, and make sure that we 
get our message where we want,” 
Dr. Ayyoub said, adding that this 
would be .better than having a 
. number of Arab mteDecmals write 
on a wide range of topics. 

“If we adopt certain issues, our 


message would be clearer and 
more powerful," he reiterated. 

The problem of misrepresenta- 
tion is not only evident in the 
United States, Dr. Ayyoub said, 
but has also gone beyond it, 
spreading to the Western world. 
' The participants in the meet- 
ing also discussed ways in which 
this effort could reach the biggest 
number of people all over the 
world. The prevailing idea was 
writing articles in major papers, 
letters of appeal to world leaders 
and heads of organisations, com- 
municating through music, films 
and cultural exchange.’ 

Some also discussed founding 
headquarters for the committee 
with a library that would contain 
records, books and films to sup- 
port the work of the committee. 

The participants said that fu- 
ture meetings would discuss the 
issues to be tackled and the mod- 
es in which these issues would be 
carried to the outside world. Dur- 
ing the meeting forms were distri- 
buted in order to get the biggest 
number of participants in this 
programme. 


HOME NEWS. IN BRIEF 


King condoles families 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty Ring Hussein 
Sunday delegated Irbid governor to take part in 
the funeral of former senator and ex-minister Ali 
Al Hindswi who passed away early Sunday. King 
Hussein also delegated Amman governor to con- 
vey his condolences to Abo Nnwwar family over 
the death of Mr. Fayez Abn Nnwwar. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan delegated the 
director of Irbid Police Department to condole Al 
fgndawi fondly and the director of his office to 
condole Abn Nnwwar family. 

Tafileh officials meet ^ 

TAFILEH (Petra) — Heads of the local municipal 
councils in Tafileh Governorate discussed m a* 
'meeting held Sunday ways to activate the role of 
the municipal and rural councils in the goveroo- 
rate, the role of these councils as well as develop- 


ing the role of women in contributing to the 
society. Acting Tafileh Governor KhaHd Al Bawa- 
Hz stressed the need to promote cooperation 
between the municipal councils and Princess Bas- 
ina Social Services Centre. 

Ramadan programmes in Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — Hie Awqaf Department in 
Karak Goyemorate has prepared an extensive 
programme of religions lessons and sermons in die 
goyemprate’s mosques during the holy month of 
Ramadan, according to the department’s Director 
Znhdr Al Sh&maileh. 

Italian rice arrives 

AQABA (Petra) — A shipment of Italian rice has 
arrived at the port of Aqaba. The 1,813.5 tonne ' 
shipment, which is the third rice shipment from 
Italy, was presented by the Italian government to * 
Jordan as a grant, bolstering good relations be- 
tween Jordan and Italy. 


King receives 
Ramadan greetings 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday received* 
cables from a number of Arab 
leaders congratulating him on the 
beginning of the fasting month of . 
Ramadan and wishing him con- 
tinued good health and happiness . 
and the Arab and Muslim World 
every success and happiness. 

The cables were sent by Sultan 
Qaboos Ben Said of Oman, King 
; Has5an II of Morocco, Syrian 
President Kafez Al Assad, 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah 


Saleh, Tunisian President Zine 
Al Abedine Ben Ali, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nabayan and UAE Vice- 
President Maktoum Ben Rashed 
Al Maktoum. 

, The King also received similar 
cables from Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal, President of the 
Maldives Maamoun Abdul 
Qayyoum and President of Chad 
Idris Dibi. 


Humanitarian group sends 
relief supplies to Baghdad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mededns dn 
monde (doctors of the world), 
who operate through 80 office in 
Amman, Sunday sent a shipment 
of relief supplies to Baghdad and 
said more of the kind would be on 
the way on Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the huma- 
nitarian group said that a refriger- 
ated truck laden with 10 tonnes of 
medicine, two tonnes of chil- 
dren’s milk as well as medical 
equipment needed for emergeny 
work were sent in the company of 
three specialists, two administra- 
tors and one Jordanian doctor. 

He said that the shipment was 
organised in cooperation with the 
Arab Emergency Health Com- 
mittee which has been channell- 
ing medicine and food supplies to 
the Iraqi people from all over the 
world. 

According to the spokesman, 
another shipment, of still unspe- 
cified amounts of supplies, wiD be 
tearing Amman Tuesday in the 


company of at least one doctor to 
join the other staff in the Iraqi 

capitaL 

Together, the team members 
will not only be providing relief 
supplies to the hospitals and 
other relief centres, but they will 
also conduct an evaluation of the 
health situation and will cary out 
surveys to determine Iraq’s needs 
of special medical care and the 
needs at children hospitals, said 
the spokesman. 

The spokesman expected the 
head of “mededns “du monde” 
office. Dr. Jacquemet, to be back 
by Thursday when be would 
address a press conference here 
to give details about his impress- 
ions and the situation in the Iraqi 
capital and other cities. 

The “mededns du monde” 
grou p opened its office in Am- 
man during the Gulf crisis and its 
teams offered medical assistance 
to the foreign evacuees fleeing 
Iraq and Kuwait at Azraq clinics 
serving the evacuees camps. 


Jordanian doctor appeals for 
medical aid for Baghdad hospitals 


AMMAN (R) — A relief expert 
asked the world on Sunday to 
give Baghdad’s needy hospitals 
food and medicines and . help 
check epidemics in war-tom Iraq. 

The plea was voiced by a senior 
Jordanian doctor returning from 
Iraq. 

Mohammad Al Hadid, vice- 
president of Jordan’s Red Cres- 
cent Society — a main humanita- 
rian window for Iraq— urged the- 
world to offer all possible relief to 
help Iraqis deal with the after- 
math of six- weeks of heavy allied 
bombing. 

“Hospitals lack a lot of medi- 
cine, they need anaesthetic drugs, 
power generators, water, food for 
the sick and all other essentials to 
run a hospital,” Mr, Hadid told 
Reuters after a visit to Baghdad 
with other western relief officials. 

Iraq says typhoid, cholera and 
dysentery are spreading in the 
country and medical supplies are 
urgently needed. 

Mr. Hadid said lack of diesel 
fuel for vehicles and allied bomb- 


ing that cut almost all com- 
munications made statistics on 
casualties from war and 
epidemics difficult to get. 

Mr. Hadid said a U.N. trade 
embargo imposed on Iraq after its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait had 
halted almost all medical supplies 
to Iraq, which spent an average of 
$700 million a year on such im- 
ports. 

Mr. Hadid travelled to Iraq 
with officials from the American 
Save the Children Federation and j 
S ave the Children Fund, OX- 
FAM, a charity organisation, and 
Care International — all based in 
Britain. " 

The Jordanian Red Crescent 
has sent to Iraq around 290 ton- 
nes of food, baby milk and medi- 
cines donated locally or given by 
foreign agencies. 

Michel Schroeder, spokesman 
for the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 
Jordan said Sunday another Red 
Cross relief convoy would leave 
Amman for Baghdad on Tues- 
day. 


Soviets 

(Continued from page 1) 

Moldavians beat up ethnic Rus- 
sians and Ukrainians who tried to 
vote. The Moldavians, aided by 
police, blocked access' to the 
seven polling stations set up by the 
Red Army, the Associated Press 
reported. No serious injuries 
were reported. 

Mr. Gorbachev, smiling and 
declaring himself confident of vic- 
tory as he voted, told reporters 
the issue was larger than his 
political future. 

“It is the fate of the people, of 
hundreds of peoples, of such a 
great state, and if you will, the 
fate of civilisation,” said the 60- 


y ear-old Soviet leader. He has 
repeatedly tried to turn the re- 
ferendum into an issue of patriot- 
ism. of preserving the motherland 
for wbidi millions lost their lives. 

Polls were open from 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Preliminary results would 
not be available before Monday. 

The referendum, a lead-up to 
approval of a new union treaty 
jhat would delegate more power 
to the republics, asks, "Do you 
consider it necessary to preserve 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics as a renewed federation 
of equal, sovereign republics in 
which human rights and freedoms 
of any nationality (people of all 
ethnic grops) will be fully guaran- 
teed?” 
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Memorandum says exports can be boosted if credit 
facilities are granted at reduced. ■ interest rates 


Exporters ask banks to help 
by granting credit facilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Exporters Society (JES) has 
sent a memorandum to the gov- 
•eraor of the Cenrral Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) urging him to help- 
exporters acquire further credit 
facilities from the local commer- 
cial banks to boost exports. 

The memorandum, sent by the 
society President Samih Dar- 
,wazeh. said that what was re- 
quired by the exporters was credit 
facilities at reduced interest rates, 
and a rescheduling of the expor- 
ters' debts to the banks. 

He said in his note that the 
present interest rates were an 
obstacle in the path of trade. 

The memorandum gave details 
about the difficulties facing the 
Jordanian industrial sector, re- 
sulting from the Gulf crisis, and 
about the obstacles lying in the 
path of exports. 

“Due to political reasons and 
to lack of means of land and air 
transport, the Jordanian expor- 
ters have failed to reach the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries, which served as Jor- 
dan's biggest markets abroad.*' 


said the memorandum. 

“Exporters of raw materials to 
Jordan, who used to send ship- 
ments and accepted delayed pay- 
ments. insisted during the Gulf 
crisis to receive the payments in 
advance and in cosh, something 
which also complicated matters 
for the exporters and the indus- 
trialists.” said Mr. Darwazeh in 
his memorandum. 

Another businessman. Yahya 
Al Alami, told the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, that officials from 
the private and public sectors 
were trying hard to find few 
markets for Jordan's products 
abroad, notably in the Soviet 
Union. Tran and Libya ds well as 
countries in Eastern Europe. 

“It is hoped that these markets 
would absorb a great deal of 
Jordanian products which arc of 
high quality and can compete 
with foreign goods,” Mr. Alami 
said. 

Mr. Alami who is managing 
director of the Industrial Com- 
mercial and Agricultural com- 
pany. said that there was need to 
establish a bank to finance Jor- 


dan's expons and to offer expor- 
ters credit facilities. '“Furth- 
ermore. Jordan should adopt me- 
asures to reduce to a minimum 
imports of certain goods that are 
being manufactured in the King- 
dom.” Mr. Alami added. 

Mr. Alami said that there was 
urgent need for Jordan to export 
fruits and vegetables as well as 
■industrial products. 

Ali Dajant. a consultant at the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, 
suggested in a statement to Petra 
that a national plan for reactivat- 
ing the national cconuim should 
be worked out. 

He said that Jordan needed 
raw material for manufactured 
products that can he Mild locally 
and abroad, and ““therefore there 
is need for a system to control the 
imports ol raw- materials at the 
lowest possible cost, and in hulk,' 
which is cheaper for industry.” 

Referring to exports. Mr Da- 
jani said that the climate was now 
ripe for Jordanian exporters to 
revive their contacts to ensure 
new markets for the industrial 
and agricultural products. 


All seafront hotels in Aqaba are reported fully booked for 
Eid Al Fitr after complete inactivity during the Gulf crisis 


Tourism seen gaining 


momentum after Gulf crisis 


AQABA (J.T.) — As the holy 
month of Ramadan started in 
Jordan. Jordanian citizens were 
quick to make reservations at 
hotels in Aqaba for the coming 
Eid Al Fitr feast, expected 
around April 15. according to 
tour operators here. 

They said that ali the seafront 
hotels in Aqaba are fully booked, 
but there is still room at the 
remaining hotels in the winter 
resort city. 

According to tourist offices, 
■the city has 20 classified hotels 
and 11 unclassified ones which 
offer reasonable rates to Jorda- 
nians. 

During the Gulf crisis tourism 
in Aqaba was reduced to zero as 
tourist groups from Scandinavia 
and other European countries, 
like Italy, Austria and Germany, 
cancelled their reservations. 

Royal Jordanian fRJ), the 
national airline, had in previous 
years organised - special flights 


from Helsinki, in Finland, direct- 
ly to Aqaba, whose hotels were 
always congested during the 
national holidays in Jordan. 

Tourism officials here were 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, as saving that 
reservations at the hotels were 
increasing at great speed, and “it 
would not be long before the city 
would be bustling again wiih 
activity." 

"Ministry of Tourism Secretary 
General Nasri Atallah said last 
week that his office was launching 
large scale campaigns in Jordan 
and abroad in a bid to revive the 
tourism industry in the Kingdom 
now that the Gulf war has ended 
and airlines are operating nor- 
mally again. 

Mr. Atallah said that immedi- 
ate plans were being worked out 
entailing programmes to attract 
tourist groups from Europe, 
especially from Germany, Spain 


and Scandinavian countries. 

Mr. Atallah estimated Jordan's 
tosses in tourism, during the crisis 
at $250 million, but he said plans 
underway were bound to help 
revive the industry and help the 
country regain its former status. 

Before the crisis, there were 
6,500 hotel employees in Jordan, 
but due to poor business only a 
few more than 1.500 remained, 
while the rest have been laid off. 
according to tourism officials. 

They said that hotels reported 

350,000 bednights during the 
1989 tourist season, dropping to 
zero in the last part of 1990. 

According to Mr. Atallah. the 
Ministry of Tourism has prepared 
a programme which entails set- 
ting up exhibitions in May to 
display Jordanian artifacts and 
antiquities in Liverpool, and is 
studying the prospect of organis- 
ing a similar exhibition in France 
within the next four months. 


Rules allowing cars to run 
on alternate days scrapped 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A govern- 
ment decision to scrap regula- 
tions concerning private cars run- 
ning on alternate days will not be 
restricted to the month of Rama- 
dan only, but is permanent; yet 
the government hopes that peo- 
ple will rationalise fuel consump- 
tion to help the country overcome 
the present difficulties, according 
to Energy Minister Thabet Al 
Taber. 

Commenting on the Cabinet’s 
decision Saturday evening allow- 
ing all private cars to ran on all 
days, without any restrictions, the 
minis ter said that the decision 
was taken in view of the fact that 
the measure has not achieved its 
purpose. 

The total amount of oil saved 
from reducing consumption of 
gasoline by the estimated 175,000 
private cars in the Kingdom was 
estimated to be worth JD 2.064 
minion, which prompted the gov- 
ernment to cancel the measures 
that went into effect on Feb. S. 
1991 said the minister. 

In the meantime, he said, suffi- 
cient gasoline to replenish the 
country’s reserves has been 
accumulated. 

In its announcement cancelling 
the regulations, the Cabinet said 
that on the occasion of the start of 
the holy month of Ramadan and 
depending on the Jordanian 
citizens' awareness of the need to 
reduce fuel consumption , the 
government has decided to cancel 
the regulations introduced last 
month concerning the use of pri- 
vate cars cm alternate days. 

The statement said it was 
hoped motorists would reduce 
fuel c on s ump tion on their own 
and use their can only when it is 
necessary. 

Mr. Taber echoed the Cabinet 
statement and said the public 
“has by now acquired the useful 
habit of saving fuel and electric- 
ity." 


The government last week also 
scrapped a rule which allowed 
shopkeepers, owners of res- 
taurants and other public places 
to open for limited hours in the 
evenings and ended the practice 
of allowing government depart- 
ments to have a two-day 
weekend, all introduced for the 
sole purpose of saving fuel. 

The government's decision to 
cancel the energy conservation 
measures came in the wake of tbr 
arrival at Aqaba of an oil tanker 
laden with more than 90,000 ton- 
nes of crude oil from Yemen and 


the stan of the arrival here of 
-shipments of gasoline and other 
oil products from Syria. 

At the same time, and with the 
end of the Gulf war, hopes are 
rising again that Jordanian oil 
tankers will be Eble to bring in 
more crude oil from Iraq’s un- 
damaged fields. 

Last month the Jordanian gov- 
ernment said it was studying the 
prospect of leasing a second oil 
tanker, with a 50.000 tonne 
capacity, to maintain sufficient 
supplies of crude oil in the King- 
dom. 


Architects, Designers, 
Marketing personnel, 
Secretary 


Due lo turiher controlled expansion we are looking lor 
designers, architects, marketing personnel and a secretary 
with international expenence. 

Qualifications 

Up to international standards. Experienced in their 
field. Abilities lo work within a team. 

We offer 

Demanding and rewarding jobs where the objectives 
are met in a professional manner and where our 
clients are the priority in our organisation. 

Please send your application enclosed your C.V. to: 

MedDesign 

P.O. Box 92 59 ?t , Amman 

MedDesign is an international consulting office situated 
in Amman with branches in Denmark, England and Spain. 
Our services comprise total project packages covering 
DESIGN, MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT. 
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Hole in peace wall 

I'.S. SECRETARY of State James Baker has just concluded 
his norking visits to several capitals in and outside the 
Middle East and some people expect him to enunciate a 
comprehensive peace plan for the Middle East soon. In fact 
news analysts privy to Baker's thinking are now talking 
loudly about the “imminent" pronouncement of a specific 
U.S. peace formula to resolve the Arab-lsraeli conflict. No 
doubt Mr. Baker's consultations with leaders of the 
countries he visited have enabled him to put the pieces of 
some peace initiative together. But while the international 
community, especially the Arab World and Israel, waits to 
see what kind of thinking the Americans will come up with 
this time, the Arab side has yet to put its act together in 
preparation for anything that might come out of Washing- 
ton. What should be a problem for us is that the principal 
Arab parties are not even on talking terms with one another. 

The PLO's place in any negotiations is still a thorny issue 
with Washington. Tel Aviv and several Arab capitals 
opposed to the present leadership of the Palestinians as an 
interlocutor in any such talks. In Amman, on the other 
hand, the position is crystal clear: the PLO is an indispens- 
able party to the negotiating process and its leadership is 
something for the Palestinians and them alone to determine. 
If the brokers for peace would choose now to raise questions 
about who should represent the Palestinians at a time when 
they have already spoke their word on it, then the peace 
process would get bogged down once again and enter a 
quagmire from which it may not extricate itself alive. 
Besides, the PLO has been recognised by the greater 
majority of the nations of the world as the sole representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people and such international 
legitimacy cannot be taken away easily. The peace process 
should be concerned about issues of substance that will move 
the quest for peace in the Middle East towards something 
tangible and promising. If only the Arab parties to the 
conflict can speak with one tongue on this issue, then the 
other concerned capitals would find no fertile grouud to 
pursue their wrong policies. The trouble is that there is very- 
little. if 3ny. communication between the Arab countries on 
how to respond to any new peace initiative from Washing- 
ton. True, Mr. Baker has visited and consulted with Cairo. 
Damascus and the Gulf stales to seek their ideas on his peace 
initiate e. hut such consultations arc not near enough to 
commit the entire Arab Wurld solidly behind any fresh 
peace formula. 

Jordan was bypassed by Mr. Baker during his Middle 
East trip. At a time when the U.S. itself. Europe and nearly 
the whole world maintain that Jordan is central to the quest 
for peace in the area, neither Washington nor the other 
Arab countries allied to it saw fit to seek its point of view on 
the future of the region. This anomaly needs to be rectified, 
first by those Arab countries mentioned above and secondly 
by the I'.S.. the Soviet Union and Europe. Short of a global 
effort to reach peace, any attempt at sidestepping major 
players and skirting real issues will be doomed to failure. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i /Arabic doily highlighted the mission of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan who arrived in England Saturday 
at the start of a tour of three countries to advocate Jordan's 
political stand in the post war era. The Crown Prince’s mission is 
part of the Kingdom's ongoing efforts for peace and security; and 
his lectures in the United Kingdom. Canada and San Francisco 
arc expected to focus 'Arrfm's views with regard to peace and 
security in the region, the paper noted in editorial Sunday. 
Needless to say that presenting Jordan’s views at international 
forums and focusing world public opinion on the need to help this 
region to enjoy peace and stability is bound to have its beneficial 
effects not only on Jordan but the whole Arab area, the paper 
pointed out. Indeed, it said, the tour presents a good opportunity 
for Jordan to submit its views which are based on rationality and 
which have been oriented towards peace based on justice arid the 
implementation of international legitimacy. It is high time for the 
decision-makers and the intellectuals in the West to realise the 
urgent need to opt for reason and to deal with issues in our reason 
with rationality and objectivity, so as to open the way for their 
nationals to contribute most effectively towards the re- 
establishment of peace, the paper added. The paper said that 
Jordan will continue to serve as a pillar for peace and an oasis for 
security and stability: and the Crown Prince’s tour to advocate 
this view serves as one more link in a long chain of efforts to 
enhance the Kingdom's constructive role and a good chance to 
promote the cause of justice. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily says those who have been conspiring 
against Iraq horn inside are not Arabs but foreign hostile 
elements who had mingled with the Iraqi people in a bid to sow 
seeds of sedition and dissension. Haider Mahmoud accuses those 
plotting to undermine Iraq's security of working hand in glove 
with the colonialist powers who destroyed Iraq’s sorio-eoonomic 
structure and are intent on transforming the country into 
Sheikhdoms, easy to control similar to the other mini-states in the 
Gulf region. The Iraqi president broke the silence Saturday, 
announcing the crushing of the plot in the south and shedding 
more light cm the atrocities committed by the traitors which he 
said, were a continuation of the process of killing women and 
children started by the aggressors on Jan. 17, the writer notes' 
The president has promised to reveal further aspects of the 
conspiracy- which was concocted in collusion with a neighbouring 
country, but he also promised his countrymen political pluralism 
and a new cabinet, parliament and constitution for Iraq, the 
writer continues. By crushing the revolt in the south, the Iraqi 
armed forces have proved capable of defending the homeland 
from its enemies from within as well as from outside, Mahmoud 
adds. He says those who pillaged homes, raped women, destroyed' 
the economy and killed innocent civilians were element of evil 
which bad to be uprooted from the midst of the nation. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Time to bridge the Arab divide 


THERE must be a beginning to the process of healing between 
the Arab countries that were caught on opposing sides of the 

fence during the Gulf crisis and the war that ensued from it. And 

what belter place to make this beginning than between Amman, 
Damascus and Cairo as a prelude to a full-fledged inter-Arab 
cooperation and solidarity. Sooner or later the Arab capitals will 
once again go "back" to the “brotherly relations" that once 
reigned supreme in the Arab World. The sooner the heeling 
among the Arab ranks begins the better it would be for both sides 
of the equation. If the Arab leaders do not entertain now such an 
urgent need to heal the wounds of the Gulf crisis, their peoples 
are not likely to sit idly and let Arab feuds persist for much 
longer. Even if Arab leaders can convince themselves that they 
live' peacefully and comfortably and even less expensively without 
one another, the Arab peoples have enough vested interest in 
harmonious inter-Arab relations to make their weight be felt 
sooner or later. 

On the surface of things. Amman- Damascus relations could be 
the first stop on the ro3d for full restoration of “nonnal" relations 
between the Arab capitals. It would be also the easiest to attain 
since the difference between them over the Gulf crisis was wisely 
contained throughout the crisis and the devastating war that 
followed it. It appears that such initial Jordanian-Syrian contacts 
are promising enough to justify further exploration on the road 
leading to the full restoration of complete brotherly relations 
between the two sisterly states. Besides, Damascus maintained 
and honoured its conditional agreement to the Arab stance 
against Iraqi occupation of Kuwait and had. therefore, refrained 
from joining the offensive battle that was waged against Iraq by 


even some Arab armies. Syria's position towards the Gulf 
situation appeared a "principled one" even, though Jordan and 
Syria did not see eye to eye on it. If Jordanian-Syrian relations can 
be accelerated and strengthened, there is a lot that can be 
constructed on its' edifice. Once Damascus-Amman relations are 
consolidated they can be used as a launching pad to prusue the 
second stage in reconstructing complete Arab relations. Cairo 
cannot be too far away from this vision since it too appeals to 
aspire for normalisation of its relations with Jordan. Unfortunate- 
ly. Cairo had hit Jordan many times below the belt due to their 
differences on the Kuwaiti conflict. At a time when Amman 
refrained from making personal attacks against the Egyptian 
leadership, Egypt felt otherwise and expressed its differences with 
Jordan in a highly personalised fashion. This is the part that would 
impede most, the swift restoration of friendship between the two 
countries. There is great deal that Syria can do in this vein to put 
Egyptian-Jordanian relations once again on the right tract. And 
one can see already such recovery in- relations between Cairo and 
Amman in the course of the next few months and definitely 
before the end of the year. Once Amman -Cairo relations reach an 
acceptable plateau, then the ultimate drive to heal the wounds 
with the Gulf states can begin, granted this is a big order as things 
appear now. The picture for Jordanian-Gulf relations indeed 
looks bleak at this stage, but there is no reason to believe that it 
will continue to be so for ever. Once the Gulf leadership accept 
the thesis, that Jordan acted on the Gulf crisis in good faith and 
with deep conviction that war was unnecessary to realise an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait, then a positive beginning can be 
established and a bridgehead constructed on which the rest of the 


inter-Arab healing process can be pursued. 

One of the most, outstanding things about Hk Majesty Ktng 
Hussein is his big heart which enables to let bygones Th* 

poritfJe profile of the King has been demonstrated time and yin 
STthe £ even in the darkest hours in contemporary Arab 
history. There is every reason to believe that the King will not 
keep one stone unturned in his effort to stop Arab bleeding and 
restore normalcy between Arab capitals. . r . 

Such an optimistic scenario for improved inter-Arab relations 
can never be complete without giving Iraq a place once yn m 
the future Arab order. Iraq is a wounded Arab country that has 
also suffered a lot and continues to suffer. Castigation or 
osrracisation of Iraq for much longer can only prolong foe agony 
and suffering of the Iraqi people who were also caught by foe 
webs of foe Golf crisis without really wanting to. The preservation 
of the territorial integrity and independence of Iraq is a 
responsibility that rests on the shoulders of all the Arab states. 
Spite and vengeance are never justification foT foe dismember- 
ment of that Arab country or for compromising its independence. 
The healing process within foe Arab World must necessarily 
include Iraq and the Iraqis. By this time next year, the relations 
between all foe Arab capitals will be no doubt once again 
brotherly and firm. The Gulficrisis would be so much behind foe 
Arabs by then that only its lessons can be remembered. As there 
were enough mistakes committed by so many Arab capitals over 
foe Gulf crisis, there is hardly an Arab capital that can escape 
responsibility unscathed. The collective feeling of guilt should 
inspire all Arabs to be forgiving and humble in passing judgments 
on others. 


Earth can meet all our needs but not our greeds 


By HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

The Fallowing is the text of an Address By His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Bin Talal delivered Sunday at Oxford 
University. 


Ladies And Gentlemen. 

THIS is my first visit abroad since 
foe end of the Gulf war. I am. of 
course, deeply honoured to be 
invited to Oxford, which has 
served as an intellectual and mor- 
al bastion for centuries, a place 
where knowledge and learning 
are celebrated, and lasting moral 
values imbued in successive gen- 
erations of men and women. That 
is why I felt Oxford to be an 
appropriate venue for ihis sober- 
ing message from my homeland. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the re- 
ferences to human rights in foe 
United Nations Charter are quite 
substantive. It was for this pur- 
pose. that international legisla- 
tion was drawn up and specialised 
agencies created. Thus, in 1948. 
the U.N. Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights was explicit 
about food as a human right. The 
Declaration called for “freedom 
from and want." Article 25 of the 
charter said: “Everyone has the 
right to a standard of living 
adequate for their health and well 
being including food, clothing 
and medical care." 

The International Convention’ 
on Economic. Social and Cultural 
Rights in 1966 elaborated on the 
theme of food as a basic human 
right. The Convention called for 
an equitable distribution of world 
food supplies in relation to need. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The real dimensions of the 
Gulf crisis were not merely eco- 
nomic or political but humanita- 
rian. Wars are all about people, 
and people are inevitably victi- 
mised by war. It is sad that 
national leaders and policy- 
makers often tend to talk about 
crises as though politics can be 
conducted in a sanitised atmos- 
phere devoid of the "people fac- 


While the Gulf crisis has cre- 
ated widespread economic and 
social problems in the Middle 
East. Jordan is specially victi- 
mised. Jordan is no stranger to 
war or conflict. Arab-lsraeli wars 
represent two major demog- 
raphic Palestinian upheavals in 
iy4S and 1967. directly and dra- 
matically affecting Jordan. 

United Nations statistics show 
that there are 900.000 registered 
Palestinian refugees in Jordan to- 
day. Not only did Jordan’s overall 
population increase significantly 
following the conflicts of 1948 
and 1967. but there has been a 
continuous influx of Palestinians 
into Jordan, as a result of foe 
continued Israeli occupation. 

Despite the formidable bur- 
dens placed on our fragile eco- 
nomy and fledging democracy by 
these demographic influxes. Jor- 
dan has succeeded in providing its 
population with exemplary levels 
of nutrition, health, education 
and social-welfare. Whilst meet- 
ing this economic challenge. Jor- 
dan was an economic "develop- 
ment achiever" in the Third 
World. 

As with other developing coun- 
tries. Jordan suffered economic 
setbacks in the late 1980s as world 
prices for our commodities 
plunged. But just as Jordan was 
successfully implementing its eco- 
nomic adjustment programme, 
the Gulf crisis erupted in August 
1990. Our overall losses of our 
traditional trading partners in foe 
Gulf were more than SI. 5 billion 
of our exports, transit trade, pri- 
vate remittances, debt repay- 
ments and official aid last year. 
This year, the figure could reach 
53.6 billion — or 77 per cent of 
the gross domestic product. 

Because of the Gulf crisis, 
some 50.000 Jordanians lost their 


jobs in Gulf states. This alone 
relegated thousands of families to 
instant poverty, because each 
Jordanian breadwinner sup- 
ported an average of six family 
members. A representative of the 
United Nations secretary general 
assessed the Jordanian economy 
in late 1990 and reported that 
“Jordan is not the target of the 
embargo but it may be its greatest 
victim." 

Jordan's economic problems 
have been compounded by a de- 
mographic movement from foe 
Gulf, both of expatriates and 
evacuees. Large numbers of 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates — around a quarter of a 
million people — arrived in Jor- 
dan. Instead of the donors they’ 
once were, they have become 
needy recipients. The Jordanian 
government has spared no effort 
to assist them. The children were 
admitted into the already 
crowded Jordanian schools. At a 
time when the educational system 
(both the private and the public) ^ 
is undergoing comprehensive re- 
form. it has had to absorb an 
additional 57,000 entrants at foe 
primary level alone. Such a mas- 
sive and sudden increase in en- 
rollment will undoubtedly have 
adverse effects on the educational 
system. Yemen has suffered in 
the same manner. Nicholas Van 
Hear of the Refugee Studies 
Programme, can inform you 
further on the destructive effects 
of foe mass return of Yemeni 
workers. The Yemeni unemploy- 
ment rate, already serious follow- 
ing unification, increased drama- 
tically. Many Yemeni families, 
totally dependent on remittances 
from relatives in Saudi Arabia, 
are now destitute. 

In addition to returning Jorda- 
nians and incoming Palestinians, 
my country was the focal point of 
another mass migration of third 
country nationals. Over 865.000 
evacuees from India. Egypt. 
Sudan. Syria. Yemen. Turkey, 
foe Philippines. Bangladesh. Sri 
Lanka and other countries tran- 


sited through Jordan for periods 
of up to three weeks. This num- 
ber of transients was equivalent 
to almost one-third of the Jorda- 
nian population. They urgently 
needed food, water, shelter and 
health care. 

Quite frankly, we in Jordan 
were alarmed by the slow reac- 
tion of foe international commun- 
ity to this influx- The arrival of 
evacuees continued round-the- 
clock for almost 62 days. Supplies 
of bread, cheese, vegetables, fruit 
and water were brought from the 
local market and supplied to the 
camps. 

The Jordanian people and local 
organisations rushed to help. The 
government established a special 
unit in the Ministry of interior. 
We managed, with great difficul- 
ty. to look after these people until 
foe media sensationalised their 
plight and international agencies 
finally came to our assistance. 

The disparate nationalities and 
backgrounds of the evacuees, cre- 
ated particular problems. Dietary... 
needs differed, and inter-ethnic 
tensions had to be managed. We 
encountered huge bureaucratic 
problems — international agen- 
cies and countries suddenly- 
needed us to sign agreements 
before they could help, yet these 
agreements did not necessarily 
cover past expenses incurred by 
Jordan. 

We also learnt that donor 
countries can actually use a crisis 
to dump agricultural surpluses 
with low nutritional value, or to 
supply food and medicines whose 
shelf life had either expired or 
was about to do so. Ideally, 
donors should provide food aid 
which corresponds to identified 
needs as well as to the dietary 
habits of. the recipients. Food 
given to foe needy must not be 
inferior to that consumed by the 
donor's own population. 

The strain on the resources of 
the country of asylum can be 
severe — and Jordan has, 
through the years, found that 
hospitality carries a high price 


indeed. Refugees and evacuees 
quickly reduce the scarce re- 
sources of foe host country — 
land, water, food and services. 

The ecological impact can des- 
tabilise local ecology, and deplete 
scarce vegetation. Severe strain is 
also placed on administrative 
structures, diverting resources 
‘and manpower from meeting the 
needs of local people. A central 
humanitarian need is foe provi- 
sion of adequate food. Food is an 
inalienable human right. 

Summing up. foe impact of the 
Gulf crisis has jeopardised Jor- 
dan’s socio-economic achieve- 
ments. The recent UNICEF re- 
port "Jordanian Children in the 
Eye of foe Storm,” reveals the 
effects on foe Jordanian family, 
as malnutrition and illness 
threaten our children. Within this 
context, allow me to draw your 
attention to the WHO/UNICEF 
report concerning Iraq. 

It states that “the ration of ' 
750-1.000 calories available at 
present is less than half the daily ‘ 
requirement of a five-year old 
child, or less than one-third of foe 
requirement of a pregnant 
woman. The only high-energy 
food source is dates. Cooking oil 
is unavailable on foe. open mar- 
ket. The official ration contains 
7-10 grams of cooking fat per 
person per day. The quality of foe 
foods now available on the mar- 
ket is low and deteriorating. 
Transport problems limit availa- 
bility. In the near future foe 
season for vegetable will be over. 
Storage is not possible.” 

There is a great deal of talk 
these days about foe “New World 
Order.” In a post-Gulf war era, 
any such "World Order” must 
include a global plan for better 
food distribution. "Food Secur- 
ity” must be a priority. 

This entails creating and sus- - 
raining a political environment at 
foe global level based on notions 
— and values — such as human 
solidarity and regional com- 
plementarities. A global food 
plan does not mean charity by the 


donors. 

It was in such a context in 1986. 
that foe Arab Thought Forum 
held a joint workshop on food 
security in foe Arab World and 
Africa, in cooperation with 
I.F.I.A.S., the Montpelier Cen- 
tre and the Society of Third 
World Economists. The conclu- 
sions reverberate in my mind 
today. The Arab World imports 
the equivalent of S25 billion 
worth of food annually, and ex- 
pects this figure to double by the 
end of this century. This samof 
sum of $25 billion could provide a 
quantum jump in Arab/Afirican 
self sufficiency in one year, if it 
were invested directly in the agri- 
cultural sector. 

I participated in foe work of 
foe Independent Commission on 
International Humanitarian 
Issues and recognise "that prog- 
ress in removing foe causes of 
. human suffering is a step-by-step 
■‘proposition.’* I know that food 
security is an “emotive subject” 
-and more so in foe context of 
“bread and guns.” I recall and 
associate with foe Brandt Com- 
mission's appeal for “arrange- 
ments to protect migrant workers 
and refugees." However, a New 
World Order is going to need 
more than “international de- 
velopment blatberers” like my- 
self. if people really matter in the 
aftermath of yet another war. 

World leaders, governments 
and international organisations, 
with their extensive bureaucra- . 
cies and well developed ex per-” 
rise, must find the will to face up 
to foe pressures and challenges of 
humanitarian causes. They must 
be made rigorously aware that 
flagrant violations of United Na- 
tions conventions and discrimina- 
tory punitive measures could 
undermine the veiy foundation of 
civilised society. 

It was Mahatma Gandhi who 
Mid long before foe Gulf crisis: 
“The earth can meet all our 
humanitarian needs but not its 
greed.” It is no less true in 
today's troubled times. 


A conference of security, cooperation for the Mediterranean 


By Gianni De Micheiis 

MANY of the contradictions 
of our age are concentrated in 
the Mediterranean and foe 
Middle East; a mind-boggling 
accumulation of- weapons, 
population imbalances, out- 
breaks of cultural and religious 
intolerance, and the poverty in 
the Mediterranean belt stand- 
ing m contrast to the wealth in the 
deserts of the Arabian Peninsu- 
la. It is difficult to redesign the 
equilibrium of a region which 
has not known stability since 
the collapse of the Ottoman 
Empire. The task will be all foe 
more arduous now that foe 
Gulf war is over. 

Even with foe war won, the 
peace might still be lost, mak- 
ing it still more difficult to 
reconcile all foe political, econo- 
mic and military contradiction 
in foe area. Hence foe need for 
a global approach, adopting 
foe rationale that the Euro- 
peans have been following for 
two decades through foe Con- 
ference on Security and Coop- 
eration (CSCE). Which 
criteria can be transferred, 
appropriately adapted, to foe 
other shore of foe Mediterra- 
nean. to set in motion a Con- 
ference on Security and Coop- 
eration in the Mediterranean 
and foe Middle East (CSCM)? 


First of ail, a set of rules and 
principles should be codified, 
drawing largely on those set 
out in the United Nations 
documents on foe Middle East. 
No regional system can be im- 
posed from outside; foe prim- 
ary responsibility lies with 
those who belong to it. 
whether sovereign states or en- 
tities recognised by foe U.N.. 
Second, all the interested par- 
ties must be invited to join — 
from the western Mediterra- 
nean to Iran — without allow- 
ing negotiations to be held 
back, as was unfortunately the 
case with the conference on foe 
Arab-lsraeli conflict because 
of the mutual .ttoes, if some 
countries decline the invita- 
tion. 

The final criterion must be 
to phase in foe process gra- 
dually, because we are con- 
scious of the initial conditions, 
the hatred and the misunder- 
standings that hang over the 
Middle East. But at foe end of 
the 1960s, foe contrasts be- 
tween foe countries of Europe 
were no less acute, even though they 
were kept under control. We 
must therefore realise that the 
process is bound to be long, 
and must be implemented in 
stages. All foe more reason to 
begin at once, immediately af- 
ter the ceasefire. 


The CSCM could follow the 
European pattern of the three 
distinct baskets: security, eco- 
nomic cooperation, and fun- 
damental rights. 

We could not entrust secur- 
ity to the permanent presence 
in the Middle East of western 
grofoid forces, or any kind of 
special alliance between foe 
richer countries in foe area and 
the United states. This would 
only end up by inciting resent- 
ment among the Arab coun- 
tries. 

What is needed is a regional 
security system, encouraging 
the establishment in foe area of 
a real balance of power, under- 
pinned by a strong legal basis 
and guaranteed by internation- 
al suppon. As occurred in 
Europe, this balance of power 
will also require foe involve- 
ment of foe U.S., foe Soviet 
Union, the European 
Mediterranean countries, and 
foe EC itself, as well as a 
responsible policy for the 
transfer of military technolo- 
gies from the more advanced 
countries. 

Instability stems from the 
unequal distribution of 
prosperity, which is so easily 
manipulated for political pur- 
poses. that have led to a 
dramatic squandering of 
wealth. 


It will be vital to implement 
a policy of solidarity for the 
economic development of the 
whole region, with the con- 
tribution not only of foe coun- 
tries of Europe but also foe 
affluent Arab states. 

In some countries, the poli- 
tical and social conditions do 
not always match their level of 
economic development: it will 
be all foe harder to restore 
those conditions after such a 
bitter Conflict- 

Measures must be taken to 
prevent others from offering 
responses to foe age-old de- 
mands of foe Arab peoples 
which will be just as destruc- 
tive as Saddam Hussein's. 
Rules of mutual tolerance and 
coexistence must be agreed, in 
an area which is a melting-pot 
of such diverse cultures, at foe 
crossroads of the world's three 
great monotheistic religions. 

The CSCM and the negotia- 
tions on the as-yet unresolved 
crises in Lebanon and Cyprus, 
and foe Arab-lsraeli conflict — 
which should be put at foe top 
of foe international diplomatic 
agenda — are not mutually 
exclusive, but complementary. 
Bu linking and liming these to 
connect with foe general con- 
ference, it will be possible to 
undertake separate confer- 
ences to negotiate their solu- 


tion. The CSCM will create 
more opportunities for dia- 
logue which can revive the 
reconciliation process that stal- 
led at Camp David. I am think- . 
ing of how significant the prin- 
ciple of acknowledging nation- 
al borders in relations between 
Israel and its neighbours could 
be. 

_ The criterion of participa- 
tion that we have envisaged 
should produce concrete re- 
sults from foe outset. Access to 
the CSCM would be open to all 
parties who are willing to com- 
ply with a set of principles that 
would be a kind of entry ticket 
to foe new dub. 

These principles might be 
summed up as follows: respect 
for foe territorial integrity of 
states; the inviolability of 
the use of force in mutual 
relations; limiting the arms 
race by undertaking not to 
increase existing stockpiles and 
a commitment to non-prolif- 
eration; acceptance of mini- 
mum levels of mutual toler- 
ance in foe political and cultu- 
ral spheres; and willingness to 
jointly marshal] resources to 
foster foe -development of the 
less affluenr countries. 

The Italian government first 
launched the idea of the CSCM 
at the Paris Euro-Arab Confer- 
ence in December, 1989. In foe 


framework of the CSCE, Italy 
and Spain put forward a joint 
plan at Palma de Mayorta on 
Sept. 24. 1990, which was de- 
bated on Oct. 10 in Rome at a 
conference of thd countries on 
both sides of the western 
Mediterranean. 

A more elaborated docu- 
ment was recently adopted in 
Lisbon by France, Italy, Por- 
tugal and Span after these four 
countries had discussed the 
idea at a meeting held in Cairo 
m early December, where they 
were joined by Algeria. Egypt 
and Yugoslavia. Other Euro- 
pean, Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries have since indicated their 
support for the initiative. And 
■now foe Israeli government has 
declared its interest in the pro- 
ject. 

If we want the postwar 
period to be genuinely new 
phase in world politics, we 
should not only be working 
towards these goals but we 
must speak out on them now, 
to prevent foe new order that 
will emerge from such a serious 
c onfl ict in the Gulf from being 
written in sand. 

Gianni De Micheiis is Italy's 
foreign minister and former 
president of the EC Council of 
Ministers. His article is re- 
printed from The Guradian. 
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East is November and went on to 
meet Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad in Geneva without a stop- 
off in tbe Jewish state. 

Since Mr. Baker's meetings last 
week with Israeli and Arab and 
Palestinian leaders, speculation 
has been rife in the Israeli media 
that Washington plans a fresh 
initiative to break the Arab- 
Israeli deadlock. 

Mr. Katsav, considered dose 
to Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, was confident there were no 
surprises brewing in U.S. policy. 

‘To the best of the information 
we have, any new ideas will be 
coordinated with the United 
States and there will be no sur- 
prises regarding the state of 
Israel," be said. 

Mr. Baker Saturday said he 
would soon make specific propos- 
als to test the commitment of all 
sides to peace in the Middle East. 

Speaking to reporters at the 
end of his 70-day mission to forge 
Middle East peace after the Gulf 
war he said he had ideas “to see 
whether or nor stereotypes can be 
broken, old rigid and inflexible 
positions can be adjusted and 
compromised,” he gave no de- 
tails." 

Israeli newspapers say that one 
of Mr. Baker's ideas is a regional 
conference on Middle East issues 
to be attended by Israel and Arab 
states, possibly under superpower 
auspices. 

Israeli officials have said such a 
plan could be negotiable but Mr. 
Katsav said it had nor yet been 
proposed. 

“That idea was not raised (in 
cabinet) or by Baker. If it comes 
up there are a number of precon- 
ditions which will have to be met 
before we can turn to the main 
idea," he said. 

“Who will be the parties, what 
will be the status .of the super- 
powers, what will be the status of 
those superpowers (China and 
the Soviet Union) who do not 
have diplomatic relations with 
Israel, what will be on the agen- 
da? Those are questions which 
will certainly arise if a regional 
conference is under discussion.” 

Although all sides to the Mid- 
dle East conflict gave upbeat 
reports of their talks with Mr. 
Baker there was no immediate 
sign of any shift in base positions. 

Washington has repeatedly 
urged Israel to swap for peace at 
least some of the Arab territories 
if has occupied since the 1967 
wait. 'Israel has no less frequently 
refused. i •*' 

The Jewish state also remains 
adamant in its refusal to give a 
role in peace talks to the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Mr. Baker returned home Sun- 
day after 10 days of intensive 
diplomacy without Soviet agree- 
ment on reducing nuclear and 
conventional arms but with hope 
for peace in the Mideast. 

“There has been a significant 
change in the region, and that has 
presented us with an opportunity, 

I think, to act as a catalyst," Mr. 
Baker said in Moscow as he was 
ending his post-Gulf war trip to 
the Middle East and Soviet Un- 
ion. 

Mr. Baker stopped over in 
Turkey Saturday for talks with 
President Turgut Ozal. touching 
down hours after leftists claimed 
responsibility for a series of 
bomb explosions at buildings 
with U.S. links. 

During his visit, Mr. Baker said 
the United States plans to let 
Turkey, the only NATO member 
bordering Iraq, keep the ground- 
to-air patriot missiles it provided 
during the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Baker arrived back in the 
United States early Suinday. 

He was expected to decide 
soon whether to return to the 
Middle East to set the stage for 
the possible Bush trip to the 
region in April- 


Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

National Assembly would meet in 
a special session Wednesday. Tbe 
agenda was not announced for 
the meeting of the parliament, 
called one day after President 
Saddam promised major political 
reforms. 

The radio also said Izzat Ibra- 
him, the deputy chairman of the 
ruling Revolutionary Command 
Council, met with army comman- 
ders in northern Tanrim province- 
It referred to him for tbe first 
time as the deputy commander of 
die armed forces but did not 
indicate if that signalled changes 
in the command of Iraq's army. 

Rebel leaders in Damascus 
• claime d that fighting was still 
raging across the country. 

Jala! Talabani, leader of tbe 
umbrella Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan, said in Damascus that 
Ayatollah Abul Kasem AI Khoni 
issued a religious edict in the 
southern Shiite holy city of Najaf 
sanctioning a Jihad against die 
government. 

Jawad Mohammad Al Mallei, a 
spokesman for tbe Shiite Muslim 
fundamentalist Al Dawa party in 
Damascus, claimed Iraq had used 


napalm in the south. 

Bayan Jabr, a rebel spokes- 
man, told reporters in Damascus 
that a captured Iraqi officer 
claimed three high-ranking Iraqi 
officials were killed in the allied 
bombing of a Baghdad air raid 
shelter last month. 

However, all the officials 
named by Jabr, except for Gener- 
al Abdul Jabbar Sahanshal, the 
minister of state for military 
affairs, have been seen alive since 
the bombing of the shelter that 
allied commanders claimed was a 
command bunker. 

Syrian Radio, quoting reports 
from inside Iraq, said some rebels 
were about 20 kilometres from 
Baghdad and preparing to march 
on die dry. It spoke of “all out 
popular demonstrations” in 
Baghdad. 

Iraqi opposition leaders in 
Beirut Said rebels still held the 
holy cities of Karbala and Najaf. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA, quoting refugees, re- 
ported fierce clashes between re- 
bels and the elite Republican 
Guard in the southern cities of 
Zubair and Abu Al Khasib. 

IRNA meanwhile, quoted 
President Hash e mi Rafranjairi as 
saying Iranians were becoming 
“disgusted over the massacre of 
the Iraqi people by the Republi- 
can Guards." 

Mr. Rafsanjanj told a group of 
religious officials that Iran should 
watch tbe situation m Iraq care- 
fully, IRNA said. Iran has denied 
claims it is backing rhe Shi’iie 
Iraqi rebels. 

Reporters for Iraqi newspapers 
reported Sunday that during a 
tour of Hilla and Karbala they 
saw the bodies of hundreds of 
people killed by rebels. 

In Washington, Secretary of 
State James Baker said the U.S. 
government in the past 24 hours 
had refused a request by Iraq to 
use its fixed-wing aircraft for any 
reason. 

“That's something that was 
agreed to at the very time opera- 
tions were suspended," said Mr. 
Baker, who just returned from 10 
days of intensive diplomacy in 
Europe and the Middle East. He 
made his remarks in an interview 
with the ABC broadcasting net- 
work. 

The ban on Iraqi use of fixed- 
wing aircraft was pari of an agree- 
ment between U.S. and Iraqi 
officials in reaching a ceasefire to 
end hostilities last month. Mr. 
Baker did not describe the cir- 
cumstances or venue of the U.S. 
refusal. 

Mir. Baker admitted that tbe 
-prohibition - had' a : “collateral 
effect” of hindering Baghdad 
from fighting rebels but insisted 
that the act was not to help topple 
President. Saddam's government. 

“We would like to see a change 
in that government... (but) we did 
not adopt that as a war aim," Mr. 
Baker said. He added that the 
coalition forces could 'have de- 
posed the government if they had 
wanted to. 

He said tbe demand was only 
to ensure security and the cease- 
fire agreement. 

Asked if the United States was 
assisting the Iraqi rebels, Mr. 
Baker said only that tbe U.S. 
government was not providing 
them with aims. 

U.S. and Iraqi military officers 
met Sunday to discuss Baghdad's 
request to use its warplanes inside 
Iraq. 

Major-General Robert John- 
ston, chief of staff for the U.S. 
central command, represented 
the allied forces at tbe 1 p.m. 
(1000 GMT) meeting with ten 
Iraqi military officials at Safwan 
in occupied Iraq, a central com- 
mand spokesman said. 

The spokesman said the meet- 
ing was held in response to an 
Iraqi request to move around its 
military aircraft inside Iraq. 

A Western military source told 
Reuters Iraq had been using 
arrack helicopters to suppress the. 
rebellion during the past two' 
weeks. 

“Resistance is crumbling faster 
in the south than the north due to 
the measures taken by the Iraqi' 
army," the military source said. 
He said six to eight army divisions 
from Iraq’s northern border were 
moved to suppress the Shi’ite 
rebellion. 

Rve hundred Iraqi prisoners of 
war returned home Sunday, ’’j 
bringing tbe total released so far 
to about 1,200, 

In other developments: 

— An Iranian opposition group 
said its forces engaged in fierce 
fighting with hundreds of Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards inside Iraq 
near the central border with Iran. 

— Iraq has called on the Un- 
ited Nations to lift an economic 
embargo imposed on it for 
occupying Kuwait, saying it had 
fulfilled its obligations in line with 
Security Council resolutions. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Foreign Minister Tareq Aaz 
made the call Saturday during a 
meeting with U.N. Under- 
secretary General Martti Abt^ 
saari, who was heading a 21- 
member lnnmuii tairia.n m i ssi on to 
Baghdad. 

“The foreign minister asserted 
that the extent of the destruction, 
which tiie visiting team saw dur- 
ing its field visits, demonstrated 
the facts resulting from the milit- 
ary operations against Iraq.” 



‘Good’ America sees world in.black and white only 


By Andrew Jones 

The writer is a black American 
and a member of the Gulf 
Peace team currently in Am- 
man. He contributed tins arti- 
cle to tbe Jordan Times. 

IT LOOKED BAD. It was 
bad. Last night the Jordanian 
Television broadcast the video 
again. It showed a man wri- 
thing on the ground. Uni- 
formed policemen were beat- 
ing him with batons, bludgeon- 
ing him on the legs, the arms, 
the shoulders and about the 
bead. Every now and then they 
would step on his face. 

So the scene went, on and on 
and on. 

Here in Amman, Jordan, 
the war has come to a conclu- 
sion hardly anyone wanted. 
Tbe Iraqi army had been ham- 
mered from the air for over a 
month. Civilians were slaught- 
ered by smart bombs (not 
smart enough to hit military 
targets) phis cruise missiles and 
an array of sophisticated elec- 
tronic armaments. The ground 
war was over almost as soon as 
it began. Portions of' Iraq be- 
came occupied territory. 

The Palestinians in Iraq, 
Kuwait, Jordan and Israel had 
hoped for a final war with 
Israel. Palestinians rejoiced 
everytime a Scud missile hit 
Tel Aviv, the West Bank or 
any pan of Palestine. Smiles 
on the faces of Palestinians saw 
their enemy, Israel, take it on 
tbe Chin, a g ain and a gain and 
again. 

But the bell for this round 
has tolled against them. 

American technology sup- 
plied early warning to Israel, 
giving them enough time to 
target incoming missiles and 


shelter their population. Any 
catastrohpe which might have 
drawn Israel into the war was 
averted. Iraq was left to slug it 
out alone. 

The intifada has resumed. 
Stones have replaced Al Hus- 
sein nnssHes and Israelis are 
intercepting them with bullets. 
One Palestinian has been kil- 
led by Israeli police. A sus- 
pected collaborator, a woman, 
was killed. 

Tbe news on Jordan Televi- 
sion has become less compell- 
ing and more.nmndane. Politi- 
cians co mman d the airwaves 
□ring terms like “Arab-Israeli 
conflict,” “reconciliation” 
“cooperation" and so forth. 
Before and after the news, 
there is still classical music, but 
no more Russian war 
documentaries. The European 
detective shows are back with 
their brothers and sisters, tbe 
American sitcoms. 

But this particular night, 
things were a little different. 
At first, I saw it in Arabic, the 
pictures of a man getting hit 
while he writhed on the 
ground. The pictures, I was 
sure, were coming from Israel. 
It is well known in the United 
States that the Israeli police 
often break the limbs of 
Palestinians and then send 
home as a message for their 
comrades. I took a closer look 
but could not see army uni- 
forms. I thought it might be 
European police, possibly in 
Albania where thousands were 
fleeing a civil war. 

As I kept watching, the 
video ended and the Mayor of 
Los Angeles, Tom Bradley, 
came on, a tall black man, 
former police chief and pre- 
vious candidate for governor of 
California. I wondered what he 


was doing on Jordanian televi- 
sion. I couldn't hear what be 
was saying because his words 
were drowned out by those of 
an Arabic translator. I pre- 
sumed be was welcoming home 
soldiers from the war, another 
yellow ribbon ceremony, I 
thought. Once again, black 
people in America trying our 
best to get in on the back of the 
patriotic bandwagon. 

Nevertheless, I was curious 
enough to watch the English 
news broadcast at ten o'clock. 
The report came cm. and by 
tbe way it was impossible to 
tell his race just by looking at 
the video: a man was stopped 
by the California Highway Pat- 
rol outside Los Angeles, pulled 
from his car and beaten by 
several officers. They beat him 
so badly that it was reasonable 
ro presume that they were 
going to kill him. Later, Tom 
Bradley came on to express his 
“outrage" at this act and to 
vow that “justice" would be: 
served. 

African-American soldiers.' 
men and women, made up at 
least 45 per cent of the com- 
bined allied soldiers in the war 
with Iraq. The chairman of the 
Joint Ctriefc of Staff is a black 
man, although his star was 
overshadowed by Dick 
Cheney, a white. African- 
Americans drove tanks, fired 
artillery, flew jets, helicopters 
and served as riflemen. One of 
us even got his picture on the 
cover of Time magazine, cut- 
ting barbed wire in a training 
exercise. Another was cap- 
tured and released by the Ira- 
qis unharmed. 

Looking at it objectively, we 
have served American over- 
seas interests well, demonstrat- 
ing as we did in Panama, Gre- 


nada, Vietnam, Korea. World 
Wars I and II that we can be 
trusted to make an impact in 
combat. No doubt when it 
comes to making war for 
America, the black man can be 
counted on to do his share of 
killing. The question I ask. as 
an- African-American, is 
whether that is something of 
which we should be proud. 

During the time of previous 
wars, we could not eat. sleep 
nor live where we warned to in 
America. We represent 10 per 
cent of the overall population 
and SO per cent of the prison 
population. Our youth have 
suffered a 45 per cent unem- 
ployment rate for at least two 
decades now and though 
they're rapping about it at tbe 
top of tbeir lungs, few. if any. 
appear to want to listen. 

George Bush himself was 
elected president against tbe 
wishes of 90 per cent of the 
African-American voting 
population which saw Jesse 
Jackson cheated out of the 
presidential and vice presiden- 
tial nomination by the sup- 
posedly progressive Demo- 
crats. True, Jesse has bis flaws, 
but I think everyone can agree 
that a willingness to slaughter 
Iraqi civilians isn't one of 
them. 

Even worse than all of this is 
the fact that African- 
Americans have no idea what 
the Palestinian cause is about, 
who it involves and why the 
Iraqi government linked it to 
their occupation of Kuwait. 
We don't know that the British 
created and now have recre- 
ated Kuwait in the same man- 
ner that they created Israel. 
We don't know that hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians 
have black skins and kinky hair 


just like we do, although I 
would defy anyone to show me 
one picture that has appeared 
in the American media depict- 
ing this fact. 

We also don't know that at 
tiie very time we were mar- 
ching in streets on behalf of 
Jews in America that they 
themselves were setting up a 
military political state that was 
systematically killing and re- 
moving those mentioned 
above. Yet ignorance is no 
excuse of the law and black 
Americans are not ihat ignor- 
ant anyway. 

Since the 60’s we have come 
to know the forces of Amer- 
ican oppression and our own 
role within it. We know now 
that we have been used and 
abused in America, played 
with, if you will, like war toys. 
We know in Vietnam, that the 
Vietnamese weren’t our 
enemy. As one Vietnam veter- 
an put it: "No Viet Cong ever 
called me nigger". We even 
rioted in World War II because 
of segregation and unequal 
treatment in military policy. 

At that time, for example, 
black men were not considered 
intelligent enough to fly. so 
special experiments were put 
into place to prove this. The 
best black graduates of black 
institutions were selected to 
receive flight training. Unfor- 
tuanately they became the best 
pilots in the Army Air Corps. 
This was a well kept secret 
throughout the war and they 
were never allowed to com- 
mand themselves. A white was 
always in charge. 

My point is that there has 
been, is and probably will be, 
at least for several generations 
to come, a well thougt out plan 
to keep the black man in the 


dark long enougf for fii;r <.o 
serve the political milll^qj' - 
terests of Ametva any' ifjz 
allies. That plan is well ct&ii'j 
brilliantly executed and 
stantly honed to fit the 
tours of a changing initfffj*,- 
tional political terrain. 

What’s interesting to 
here in Amman is » hat it is 
same plan which created the 
refugee camps for Palestinian j. 
camps that look too much the 
shotgun shanties in Mississippi, 
Alabama and Lou si on a. {•. 
the same plan also i hat created 
'the townships in South .Africa 
where millions of people :>\ e j n 
constant hunger for contact 
with their brother* and :>is:ers 
to the north. It is the \ cry same 
plan which traps many Arabs 
here in the Middle E.^i mto 
treating darker skmtirJ *er- 
vanis like slaves while -mar- 
ching for unglo- featured mare* 
for their suns and dae enters 
So 1 watch the pietui-.-s on 
television, video taken at nigh: 
with a home camcorder In ,i 
citizen in the United 
who stood up for the c. peti- 
tion of truth, in the video, j 
saw a black man ti.vu the 
ghetto, a Palestinian in the 
camp, a Filipino, a Sn Lankan 
or Indian cooking in a:: Arab 
kitchen. I saw the o.:.vmg 
humiliation ot the ■.■mire hu- 
man species carried out the 
name of a pljn called 
isni. I saw lighter brother. loll- 
ing darker brothers or.ee 
all of us rushing tou.ird-. :l*e 
ultimate demise «•! '.>:■• -any 
brown and blue p’...: -: m;i 
which we live. 

1 saw it all just like ■•.•ire of 
you who might read f.. : < 

I saw a bit of myself i: :. \ 
Peace and Justice Forever* 
Peace and Justice F *r *- 1* ' 


A lingering question — what did Glaspie tell Saddam? 


By George Gedda 
Tbe Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — She was the 
first woman to rise through the 
ranks to become a U.S. ambassa- 
dor to an Arab country. She 
enjoyed the esteem of her col- 
eagues and could point to a long 
list of achievements. • •> 

Her entire -world changed .on 
Aug. 2 when, during a stopover 
in London, she turned on the 
television in her hotel room. The 
news was grim: Iraq had invaded 
Kuwait. 

April Glaspie, the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Iraq, was crestfallen. At 
a time of momentous change in 
the Gulf, she was away from her 
post, having left a day earlier for 
a visit to Washington via London . 
She has not been back to Iraq 
since. 


Now, eight months later and 
the Gulf war over, there is grow- 
ing interest in Washington as to 
just what happened in that crucial 
period leading up to the conquest 
of Kuwait, including the still- 
secret activities of the U.S. 
ambassador. 

What instructions had she re- 
ceived from Washington? Why 
wasn't the State Department bet- 
ter informed about Iraq’s inten- 
tions? 

Opposition members of Con- 
gress are raising questions as to 
whether the crisis could have 
been averted in the first place. 

Rep. Lee Hamilton, chairman 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on the Middle 
East, says President George 
Bush's administration won't pro- 
vide information. 


“We have scores, if not hun- 
dreds, of questions to ask.” 
Hamilton says. 

Did Glaspie leave President 
Hussein with the impression that 
he could swallow up Kuwait with- 
out objections from Washington? 

Now, after maintaining eight 
months of silence, officials said 
Glaspie is expected to give her 
version soon of her July 25 en- 
counter with the Iraqi president. 

Several U.S. officials said the 
Iraqi account of the meeting was 
“selective and incomplete." As 
the Iraqis described it, Glaspie 
told President Hussein that the 
United States “had no opinion on 
inter-Arab disputes, such as your 
border disagreement with 
Kuwait." 

Seizing on that comment. Sen. 
Patrick Leahy has said that Glas- 
pie, on instructions from the 


State Department. "Virtually 
gave a green light to Saddam 
Hussein" to invade. Secretary of 
State James Baker calls any such 
interpretation “ludicrous.” 

There were other comments to 
the Iraqi president, according to 
the Iraqi transcript, that have 
raised questions about Glaspie's 
judgment. An example: "I 
admire your extraordinary 1 effort 
to rebuild your country." 

The United States sought to 
•cultivate the Iraqi leader during 
much of the previous decade, 
seeing him as the principal obsta- 
cle to expansion of Iranian influ- 
ence in the Gulf. 

Given LLS. eagerness to build 
a relationship with him, some 
argue that the Iraqi leader may 
have fell an Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait might have been a minor 
irritant at worst to his ties with 


Washington. Indeed. Glaspie 
personified the policy of promot- 
ing cooperation with Baghdad. 

It is not clear what forum 
Glaspie will choose to give her 
version of events. But officials 
here say she will assert that she 
left no doubt in Saddam Hus- 
sein’s mind on the central issue at 
hand: that the United Stales 
would vigorously oppose any use 
of force by Iraq against ‘Kuwait, 
an assertion that never made its 
way into the Iraqi transcript. 

Since August. Glaspie. 48. has 
maintained the lowest of profiles, 
refusing interview requests even 
though she has been subjected to 
public ridicule because of her 
purported comments. 

Officials say her good-soldier 
attitude should serve her well 
when she comes up for considera- 


tion for a new .isMOiiir.a-.: Si*:- 
has been desk-bound o; Sta: t 
Department since List \agus: 
Until now. the ;uJmintst:.>c:on hi 
wanted to maintain the focus o:s 
accomplishing Bush’s ohvotiw. 
in the Gulf. It has shov.n • 
interest in debating the roots o; 
the conflict. 

Acquaintances of CiJ-p . 1 hi*.-.- 
expressed frustration ow :cr un- 
willingness to confront the ,:li. 
lions against her. "Fverybocj- 
wants to come out in her defend 
but she won't let anybody." 
one. 

Some of her colleagues jtr. 
angry with B.ikei anJ his aide., 
for not saving more to spare 
Glaspie the ridicule >he has sul- 
fared. 

Said one: “It's .i shame the 
administration didn't stand e r .< 
more for her." 


Democracy 

(Continued from page 1) 

In another move to ease ten- 
sion and dampen widespread cri- 
ticism of the government’s failure 
to restore basic public services, 
the crown prince announced that 
a night-time curfew imposed on 
March 5 had been lifted during 
Ramadan. 

Many Kuwaitis have grumbled 
over the lack of electricity, run- 
ning water and food at the start of 
Ramadan. 


Israelis 

.(Continued from page 1) 

Entry to Tel Aviv, Haifa and 
Jerusalem was limited to workers 
registered with the government 
whose employers provided trans- 
port. Israel Radio said tbe army 
conducted strict security checks, 
including body searches, at city 
entrances. 

A Palestinian from tbe Gaza 
Strip stabbed four Jewish women 
to death in West Jerusalem a 
week ago. Police found a second 
knife taped to his chest. 

The army also allowed Palesti- 


nian workers barred after last 
week’s stabbings back into occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

I talian Foreign Munster Gianni 
de Michelis said Sunday a confer- 
ence for security and cooperation 
in the Mediterranean (CSCM) 
seemed to die best way to get 
Arab-Israeli peace talks moving 

“A CSCM type of idea... a 
Helsinki type of conference could 
be tbe element to bring together 
the various positions," he said. 

Italy has proposed a security 
structure for the Mediterranean 
basin on the lines of the Helsinki 
Conference on Security and 


Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
which groups European nations 
plus tiie United States and Cana- 
da. 

“I don’t think there’s an 
alternative to the CSCM and I 
think everyone understands 
this,” Mr. De Michelis told re- 
porters after a brief meeting with 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy in Rome. 

Purge 

(Continued from page 1) 

foreigners at the town of Safwan 
in southern Iraq on the edge of a 


no-man 's-land separating U.S. 
and Iraqi forces. 

Lt.S. troops observed the men 
— Somalis, Sudanese. Tunisians. 
Algerians and Moroccans — 
being left but made no attempt to 
intervene. 

Sudanese truck driver Mustafa 
Hamza Al Madani said he had 
worked in Kuwait for seven years 
and had legal residence papers. 

Mr. Madani. 36. said he was 
picked up after a Palestinian who 
had “collaborated" with the Ira- 
qis alleged that he had also 
helped them. 

He said he was questioned by a 
Kuwait army lieutenant about his 


alleged contacts. He >a:d he was 
beaten morning and night and fed 
ony one piece of bread each da\ 
during the two weeks that he was 
detained. 

Illegal Algerian immigrant 
Abdul Khader Boukhatem who 
came to Kuwait to work las; year 
said he was detained at the end ot 
the war and tortured with elecfoc 
shocks to his penis and fingers. He 
was left at the Iraqi border without 
shoes or papers. 

He said a Moroccan taken to 
the border with him had been so 
badly beaten that Amen can sol- 
diers took him to hospital. 
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in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfc 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

• JUMBO photo 
she 30 % larger 

• From oaalargo- 
mmnt 20 x 30 


Shmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank, Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23S91 


r Amman’s ^ 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,Iighters, 
watches. pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
•crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 


YOUR ONLY WAY 
|For Your First Class Cargd 
Our Fast Class Service 

Ssa[Lfflr*ii ; i37 Cargo Spe=:a!;j*.s j 

a 

Can Now . S19550 - St£53d I 

Fax 9626-815633 j 

Tbe. 221 00 IWA JO j 


OR 

• Write To. P.O 3 oa 12 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


/ 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girls School 

. Tafce may la iwliMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30-Midnight 

TeL 63896$ 



/ CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight > 


fas/. 



Mfl 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -n. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


.& 

L>— Ajtj ^ ^■=- L3 

T/u: Regency Pakice Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 

* 


! The First Class Hole! in ? 
Amman that has a i 
Kitchenette in every ? 
room...! * ? 


IIAIMITEL 





Amman -Tel 663193 
P.O Bo. 9403 -Fax 602-: 3s 
Telex 23836 DARCTL J3 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


i 





Liverpool beats Sunderland 
to return to top of the league 


LONDON (R) — Liverpool 
came fro ni behind to beat strug- 
gling Sim dcrland 2-1 and return 
to the top of the English first 
division. 1 -while Aston Villa's Eng- 
land midfielder David Plait 
scored a hat-trick against Tot- 
tenham. 

With leaders Arsenal not play- 
ing. Liverpool grabbed the 
chance 10 go thr-c points clear 
thanks ici an own goal from Gary 
Overs oi the stroke of halftime. 

Arsenal have two games in 
hard and play Leeds Sunday. 

Platt, in his second match back 
from a wen-week groin injury, 
scored his goals in a 34-minute 
spell to smk F.A. Cup scmifinal- 
isis Tottenham 3-2. 

Tottenham, without injured 
England international Paul Gas- 
coigne. the target of an £8.5 
million i$!6 million) bid by Ita- 
lians Lazio, pulled back from 
three goals down. 

With Gascoigne out for at least 
a month following a stomach 
operation. Platt's return to form 
is a boost for England manager 
Graham Taylor for the crucial 
European Championship quali- 
fier against Ireland in 11 days. 

Manchester United failed to 
find the winning form they were 
desperately seeking before next 
week’s return European Cup 
Winners* Cup quarterfinal tie in 
MontpelVieT. France. 

They were held 1-1 at Notting- 
ham after taking the lead against 
the F.A. Cup semifinalists and 
have now gone six games without 
a win. 

Sheffield United manager 


Dave Bassett has witnessed one 
of the most remarkable turnar- 
ounds of his career in the past 
three months. 

After guiding the Yorkshire 

club to promotion to the English 

first division last season, a dis- 
astrous start left them looking 
certain to go straight back down 
again. 

They began the season with 12 
defeats and just four draws and 
looked set not only to be rele- 
gated but to establish a record for 
rhe lowest amount of points 
gathered by a first division club. 

But since winning for the first 
time in the season, on Dec. 22 
against Nottingham Forest, there 
has been a complete transforma- 
tion. 

Sheffield United have won 10 
of their last 13 league games, 
moved into mid-table and ironi- 
cally set the longest winning 
streak in the first division this 
season. 

Their 1-0 home win against 
Chelsea Saturday was their 
seventh in succession and has 
taken them well clear of the 
relegation zone in which they had 
languished for so long. 

Bassett, whose clubs have been 
relegated three times and prom- 
oted six in his 10 seasons as a 
manager, was told by many col- 
leagues to quit after Sheffield 
won promotion but he had faith 
that his side would not let him 
down. 

“All right. I suppose after 
going 16 games without a win. I 
was thinking they might have a 
point. But I always believed that 


we had the spirit and the ability to 
survive." he said. 

Before the first victory they 
were eight points adrift. Now 
they are 14 points ahead of bot- 
tom dub Derby and eigbt points 
and seven places above the re- 
legation zone. 

“Having been involved with 
relegated sides. I could smell 
when there was a relegation air 
about a football club and this has 
never been the case here,’’ said 
Bassett. 

The revival began at home to 
Forest but Bassett says the turn- 
ing point was the winning goal 
against Derby by Glyn Hodges, 
who had just joined the club ou 
loan from Crystal Palace. 

“It wasn't the easiest chance 
and given the confidence of our 
existing players at the time, I 
don't think any of them would 
have stuck it away," said Bassett. 

“The following week we scored 
four in half an hour against 
Southampton. 

“We have nine games to go yet 
and we have got to finish off the 
job." 

Out of desperation be had 
turned to psychology. On the 
dressing room wall hangs a quota- 
tion: 

“The key to success isn't in 
great talent... they key to success 
is to learn how to do something 
right, then do It right every 
time.” 

It seems the players finally 
learned the way of the first divi- 
sion and are intent on doing it 
right. 

Chelsea keeper Dave Beasant, 


Connors comeback delayed ; Graf, 
Seles and Sabatini score wins 


KEY B1SCAYNE. Florida (AP) 
— Age and injuries haven't stop- 
ped him. but a downpour hailed 
.'miniy Connor? at the Interna- 
tional PlavL'is Championships. 

Connors. 38. is coming off 
wnsl surgery, and has not won a 
match in two years. The former 
no. 1 player and winner of eight 
Grand Slams was 0-3 last year 
and dropped from no. 14 to 936. 

“I went to 19 doctors and all 
said to rest," Connors said. 
"They said the wrist exploded 
and tendons and sheaths were 
severed.” 

But Connors was eager to sec if 
he could play competitively 
again. 

“I’ve got to find out if the wrist 
will hold up. If it does, it's time to 
play more. If not. it's lime to start 
doing something else.” Connors 
said. 

He lost his iwj debut on Feb. 
2ft in Chicago to Jaime Yzaga and 
sank to 9ftl on the ATP compu- 
ter. 

Connors asked for and re- 
ceived a wild card into this 
tournament. The crowd favourite 
showed he was a bit rusty at the 
stan of the first-round match, 
losing the first two games to Udo 
Riplewski. 

Then Connors seemed to figure 
out I he German, playing deep to 
his backhand and taking the net. 

He held at 40-15 to trail 1-2. 
and then broke hack on a vintage 
Connors two-handed backhand 
pass. Both players held service 
and the match was tied 3-3 when 
the rain intensified and forced the 
match over to Sunday. 

"There was absolutely no pain, 
just in my head." Connors said 
Saturday. And thanks to recent 
practice sessions with Boris Beck- 
er and Thomas Muster, he even 
felt his ground -stroke coming 
back. 


"I don't want to go out there 
and play tentative," he said. "I 
tried that and it was no fun. The 
last couple of weeks I got rid of 
that and was striking the ball 
cleaner and firmer.” 

Earlier Saturday, Steffi Graf 
breezed through her second- 
round match, shrugging off her 
fall to no. 2 after a record 186 
weeks as the top woman player, 

“I’m not concerned who's 
number one or two," Graf said 
after defeating Erika Delone 6-1 , 
6-2 in 15 minutes. “To me. the 
tournament is important. I just 
want to do well." 

Grafs no. 1 ranking began to 
slip at about this time last year, 
when a broken thumb loosened 
her hold on the racket and farced 
her to withdraw. That and family 
problems caused her to miss a 
month of tournaments. 

‘To a certain point I had a very 
good year.” said Graf, 21, who 
despite not winning a Grand Slam 
event since the Australian Open 
in January 1990. still held the no. 
1 rank for the fourth consecutive 
year. "It was also tough and 
didn't work out at all off the 
court. I began to lose my confi- 
dence." 

With Graf absent and the 
tournament's focus on teen sensa- 
tion Jennifer Capriati. Monica 
Seles was able to win the players 
championship last year, and be- 
gin her march to displace Graf at 
no. I on March 11. 

Seles, seeded second because 
the computer ranking came out 
after the draw, overcame winds, 
drizzle, and an early start to 
defeat Halle Cioffi 6-1. 6-3. 

Seles faltered after disputing a 
service call in a 5-0 game. She 
dropped three of the next four 
games to trail 0-2 in the second 
set before regaining her concen- 
tration at 3-3 to win the final 


three games and the match. 

“Last year, if anyone were to 
say to me I’d be number one, I 
would’ve bet it’s not possible," 
said Seles, who at one point won 
36 consecutive matches and six 
tournaments, including the 
French Open. 

Seles is not intimidated about 
her newfound no. 1 status. 

"Only time will tell who will be 
number one and for how long." 
she said. “It depends on the 
player and the generation coming 
in. 

"I don’t think Steffi played the 
way a number-one-ranked player 
should.” 

Sixth-seeded Capriati, the 
tournament’s focus last year 
when she was playing in her 
second professional tournament 
at age 13. slipped quietly into the 
third round after a 6-3, 6-2 victory 
over Gigi Fernandez. 

Third-seeded Gabriela Sabati- 
ni. last week's conqueror of Cap- 
riati and Graf on her way to a 
second straight Virginia Slims of 
Florida title, defeated Ann Hen- 
ricksson 6-1. 6-1. 

Sabatini. 4-20 against Graf be- 
fore winning tbeir last three 
matches, said she’s got a lot of 
work to do before passing her in 
the rankings. 


who played under Bassett at 
Wimbledon, said: “Players al- 
ways respond to him and he had a 
knack of getting the best out of 
people. 

“It's a pity United made such a 
bad stan but at the moment 
they're at the middle of an in- 
credible run and frightened of 
nobody." 

Sunderland, promoted with 
them last season, have struggled 
to cope with first division soccer 
and look favourites with Derby to 
go down. 

Their 2-1 defeat at Liverpool 
left them sccond-from- bottom 
and four points away from safety. 

The city of Sheffield could well 
experience first division local der- 
bies again next season if United’s 
form does not falter. 

Sheffield Wednesday, rele- 
gated last season, look like 
bouncing back after a convincing 
3-1 win at fellow promotion con- 
tenders West Ham. 

Third-placed Wednesday, 
through to the League Cup final 
against Manchester United next 
month, ended West Ham's 13- 
mouth unbeaten run at home to 
move to within four points of the 
London side, with the top three 
going up. 

West Ham, four points behind 
leaders Oldham, have now won 
only one of their last six league 
games and manager Billy Bonds 
is concerned that his players have 
been drained by their F.A. Cup 
performances which have earned 
them a semifinal tie against Not- 
tingham Forest. 


Stoichkov 
becomes 
Spain’s 
top scorer 

MADRID (R) — Barcelona's 
Bulgarian striker Kristo Stoich- 
kov became top scorer in the 
Spanish first division when his 
team notched up another com- 
fortable win, this time 2-0 at 
home against Osasuna of Pam- 
plona. 

Osasuna resisted the league 
leaders for only 12 minutes until 
Stoichkov received a pass from 
back Jose Alexanko and scored 
with his right foot. 

The Bulgarian scored four 
times against Athletic Bilbao last 
weekend and Saturday's goal was 
his 13th this season, putting him 
one ahead of team mate Jose 
Bakero and three other players. 

Seven minutes after Stoich' 
kov’s goal. Aitor Beguiristain 
sent a corner kick sailing across 
the goalmouth to the diminutive 
Bakero who jumped and headed 
the ball home. 

Real* Madrid collected theft- 
1 0th league defeat and the third 
in a row. falling 1-0 away to 
Logrones, where they won 5-1 
last vear. 


Yugoslav sport looks 
doomed to break up 


BELGRADE. (R) — Yugoslav 
sport seems doomed to disinte- 
grate. even if the country some- 
how makes it through the biggest 
political crisis in its history. 

The Croatian Republic's 
branch of the Yugoslav Soccer 
Federation (YSF) decided last 
week to break away and form its 
own organisation. 

Other important disciplines 
like basketball and water polo are 
already following suit to divide 
the once monolithic Yugoslav 
sports family. 

Prompted by a week of drama- 
tic events, when police clashed ■ 
with anti -Co mm uni st protesters, 
tanks rolled through the streets of 
Belgrade and the state president 
resigned, sportsmen and women 
declared they had had enough. 

“There is no choice but to 
split." said Mateja Svet, former 
Alpine skiing world slalom cham- 
pion and Olympic silver medal- 
list. 

But Svet. who comes from 
Slovenia, the most rebellious of 
Yugoslavia's six republics, thinks 
the process may be difficult. 

“The international sports 
bodies won't accept different 
organisations from six republics 
easily, especially as a state," she 
said. “But it's important to start 
early.” 

FIFA, world soccer's gov- 
erning body, has already said it is 
not happy with Croatia's move, 
informing the YSF that FIFA 
recognises only rhe Yugoslav 
national team and only elute reg- 
istered by the YSF. 

Spectators, however, think dif- 
ferently. 

The Yugoslav national team 
were whistled at and booed even 
before the start of last May's 
pre-Worid Cup friendly with the 
Netherlands in Zagreb, the Croa- 
tian capital. 

Since then iranditional rivalries 
between Croatia and Serbia, the 
largest republic which favours 
central Yugoslav rule, have 
worsened. 

“Very few things labelled as 
Yugoslav are liked in Slovenia 


and Croatia nowadays.” said 
Marko Ilesic, president of the 
YSF. 

“Sport should not be mixed 
with politics.” he said. “Too 
many people are led by their 
political reasoning and too many 
sports officials act under the dic- 
tate of politicians.” 

But the process of division 
seems as unstoppable as last 
year’s unification of east and west 
Germany, and just as problema- 
tic. 

Slovenian skiers plastered 
stickers with their republic's 
name- over the word Yugoslavia 
on their equipment during the 
last Alpine and Nordic World 
Championships. 

Belgrade media reported 
Saturday that Serbia intended to 
form its own Olympic Committee 
' in the near future. 

The associations for basketball, 
water polo and handball — three 
of Yugoslavia’s most successful 
sports internationally — have all 
hinted they intend to go their own 
ways. 

Adding to Yugoslav sport's 
problem, mounting tension and 
the threat of civil war could make 
foreign teams consider avoiding 
events in the country. 

They may follow the example 
of Belgian table tennis players 
who refused to travel to Yugosla- 
via last Monday for a European 
League match because of fears 
for their safety. 

Some Yugoslav sports stars are 
unhappy with the situation. 

“I am an individual, so I don’t 
care about institutions.” said the 
world's seventh-ranked tennis 
player Goran Ivanisevic. 

“But I felt ashamed when I 
played at the Australian Open in 
January and Croatian fans 
burned Yugoslav flags,” he said, 
i Jure Zdovc. a member of the 
Yugoslav basketball team which 
won last year’s world title with 
ease, said: “I find it hard to 
believe we will never play 
together again. But, sportswise, 
Yugoslavia has virtually ceased to 
exist as a country." 


Auxerre keeps outside 
challenge for league title 


PARIS fR) — Auxerre main- 
tained their outside challenge for 
the French League title by scor- 
ing five goals against Nice but 
elsewhere goals dried up with-* 
only 17 in the weekend’s 10 
matches. 

With leaders Marseille drawing 
1-1 in SL Etienne Friday, Auxerre 
closed the gap to five points in 
their 5-1 rampage against Nice. 

The home side were 4-1 up at 
halftime with Daniel Dutuel. 
Michel Catalano. Christophe 
Cocard and Enzo Sdfo, from 
the penalty spot, all getting on 
the scoresheet as did Fabrice 
Mege of Nice. 

If the pace slowed down in the 
second period, Auxerre did at 
least come up with the best action 
of the game. Recalled Hungarian 
strikers Kalman Kovacs beat five 
men in a brilliant, dribble before 
grabbing the fifth goal in the 65th 


minute. 

But the other matches pro- 
vided no relief to a general 
malaise which has given the 
French League the lowest scoring 
rate of the major European coun- 
tries this season. 

Monaco are now a point be- 
hind Auxerre in third place after 
being held to a goalless draw by 
neighbouring Cannes, who have 
gone 13 games without defeat. 

The ream guided by Luis Fer- 
nandez have risen to fifth in the 
table and are in with a chance of 
qualifying for the UEFA Cup 
next season. 

At the other end of the table, 
troubled Bordeaux's crisis 
deepened with a 1-0 away defeat 
to Paris Sr. Germain whose 
Yugoslav midfielder Safer Susie 
scored from a 19th minute penal- 

tv. 
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/WHY DO \ 
/ WE HAVE 1 
1 TO 60 
/ON THESE 
I STUPID 
l FIELD 1 
A. TRIPS? / 


GOREN BRIDGE 




WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

■9 X Sen>c«. ind 


North-Soul*! vulnerable, 
deal*. 

NORTH 
t K 0 3 
J 10 7 6 5 
.752 

* AO 


WEST EAST 

* J • 9 7 5 * A 10 ft 

A - K 

: 4 0 J 10 9 8 6 

♦ J 9 8 7 5 *10 4 2 

SOUTH 

* 4 2 

0 9*43 
A K 3 

* K 6 3 
The buldiiij:: 

East Sooth West Nonh 

l 1 ' Paw 4 

Pass Piw Pass 

Openinp lead: Four of 
f> er the sears, preai players have 
been credited wiih playing or de- 
fending hands they had never even 
seen. Among ihc best-known of 
these iv a hand reputedly declared by 
Giorgio Belladonna at the 1965 Eu- 
ropean Championship vfiiich, in 
fact, was a problem composed by 
Paui Lukacs. The latest to make the 
rounds is the above hand, credited 
to Jaime Ontz-Paiino, president 
emeritus of the World Bridge Feder- 
ation. in the Daily Bulletin of the 
Central American Championships. 
World-doss players who have 


WHOSE hand: 

East earned the respect of iheir peers 
through their own brilliancies do 
not need artificial enhancement of 
iheir reputations by sycophants. To 
his credit. Jaime was quick to dis- 
claim a dazzling defensive effort at- 
tributed to him. stating 
unequivocally that neither he nor his 
partner, Pietro Beriusconi. ever 
saw the hand. 

18 6 No auction was given, but it 
might go as in the diagram. West 
leads a diamond in response to 
East's opening bid and, in an at- 
tempt to get nd of a diamond from 
dummy, declarer wins, cashes dum- 
my's club winners and plays a 
spade. East captures the king with 
nh the ace and rev errs to diamonds, 
leading the queen. 

When declarer covers with the 
ace, it does not help West to ruff 
.have with the deuce. Declarer will win 

>r de- on> return and dispose of a dia- 

■ even mond on the king of dubs, using a 
mb of spade ruff as an entry. When the 
red by trump honors crash, (he defenders 
5 Eu- score only a spade, a ruff and one 
h. in trump. 

ed by The secret of the hand is for West 
Ice the to ruff with the ace or trumps! That 
edited alone is not enough. West must now 
iident lead a trump to enable his partner to 
'eder- gain the lead and cash, a diamond 
>f the before declarer can take a discard- 
ships. U sure smells tike a composed 
have problem to us! 



Andy Capp 


Muttn’Jeff 




fM SEElN 1 IF I CAN 
RUM WST EMOUStt 
TO GET Tb THE 

front door iktime 

TO LET MYSELF IN* 





FORECAST FOB MONDAY, MARCH 18, 1991 

By nomas S. Ptem Aatmtogik; Can*# forxlafon 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be- 
neath a& the odd stnatiooi occur-, 
ing today there a astrong positive 
undercurrent that b ri n y yen out 
on top in an afmrephrr c that » 
stzronfiaod and nyntwod. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon here lots of derim now which 
ft a jutt not the right time to pot m 
motion ao accept this and keep 
pln g girt g iwny at what n tried and 
true. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) ; 
Yon have • fading yon are being 
iwipnid upon and fife any be 
doing jost that to get you to let go 
of enmdhlng that hu served it’s 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Friends certainly cm be a problem 
to you now and fti best that you do 
let them sec that yon do not judge 
Hmw nor that yon ap prove of 
t Mwg « yon don’t Eke. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jidy 21) There are a number of 
highly inflammable subjects yon 
would be wise to avoid bringing up 
with ao m flotinlial or yon wiB hie 
trouble. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon 
are m«”"*y eager to have some 
new interest s in your Efa and it’s 
alright to look into them now so 
long as you do not put them 
actively in motion. 

VIRGO: (Augost 22 to S ep te m ber 
22) Uns is your time to do die 
things tint get yon rid of all kinds 


of otiW prttnna that yon fed are 

bofefinR b** ft* DC* ooce 

they are out of the way. 

(September 23 to October 
22) Tike some time oft to find 

wtant others expect from you and 
even if yoor associates are m a bad 

humor don’t get upaet for they 
have la obtana to. 

9CORPKh (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon have that eager desire 
now to get behind yon those duties 
ffrt are yours and that yon have 

been trying to pawn off to someone 

else. 

SAGDTAKIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There is some new 
situation faring yon that yon are 
■ not sore what to do about so use 
that old adage “when in doubt do 
nothing.” 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Open up your con- 
srionsoess to what one in a power- 
ful position expoett of you and do 
the rii mp that yen know are the 
ooes to bring Mm around to your 
ride. 

AQUARIUS: (January 23 toFebra- ■ 
ary 19) A personal friend secs 
through a {dan to pot yon on the 
spot and its best you listen to his 
suggestions rather than going ft 
entirely alone. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever yon have in mind 
that does bring to light the best 
way to get rid of thoee ann oy an ces 
Alt have tom troubling you h ok. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Is it till death do us part’ or 
till debt do us part’?" 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lettar to aach square, to form 
(bur ordinary wards. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer, his! 


Saturday's 


[Answers tomorrow) 

Jumble* LEAKY YEARN PONDER WAITER 

Answer Some women who a re the “picture” of health 
are just PAINTED THAT WAY 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
i Study hard 
5 Scene 
1G Old tt. city 

14 Calabria cash 

15 Misbehave 
IB Old Gr. 

colonnade 

17 Ken of TV 

18 Turn aside 

19 First-rate 

20 Travel bag 

22 Stephen 
Vincent — 

23 Copycat 

24 Alder e.g. 

25 Daisy look- 
alike 

27 Introduction 

31 Muffled 

32 Forest denizen 


34 Selves 

35 Be frugal 
38 Com bread 

37 Deighton 

38 Adhere 

39 Swindler 

40 Essay 

42 Scrooge 

43 Learn 

44 Certain bills 

45 Watchful 
47 stall 

52 Rajah's wife 

53 Painting genre 

54 Double curve 

55 Water plant 
58 Principal part 

in music 

57 Magic charm 

58 Celt .. 

59 Mary — ■ 

Moore 

80 Expensive 

DOWN ■ 

1 Heavy shoe 

2 streamlet 

3 Song 

4 Decrees 

5 More immense 

6 Blood of the 
gods 

7 Stupefy 

8 Melody 

9 Likely 


9 


mmuum Sanaa 

HUB BBH 

!■■■■■ ad 


■ aua 

■ami bhh 
ana aim 


Jill auaa muuu 


'iSiiSKSS 5 *™™'"- 

Saturday's Puzzle Solved: 

to Respect 

11 Strapped 

12 Drink to 
excess 

13 Orient 

21 Hastened 

22 Blow off 

24 Temporary 
abode 

25 Boring tool 

26 Prehistoric 
monument in 
Eng. 

27 Set a value on 

28 Fetid 

29 Recluse 

30 Pitcher 

31 Relent 

32 Mr. Redding 
35 Ado 

38 Door opener 
of a kind 

££ I?* l' g ' 45 " To — . arid a 48 Follow 

4? Kn? 7 ' , c 49 <*»» 

42 46 Musical 50 Ms Home 

42 instructor retrain 51‘ Malicious 

44 Musical Mel 47 Uvelv Bs ntMuT* 
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U.S. wholesale prices, factory 
production plunge in February 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
wholesale prices and industrial 
production fell steeply in Febru- 
ary, the government has said in 
reports thai showed a recession- 
ary economy still tumbling. 

“It looks lousy,” said Dana 
Johnson, chief economist at First 
Chicago Corp. ‘The manufactur- 
ing sector is really taking a beat- 
ing.” 

But Wall Street analysts said 
the reports may be the last really 
bad news before signs of a recov- 
ery begin to appear. 

With the Gulf war over and oil 
prices back at relatively low 
levels, consumer confidence 
should rebound and economists 
expect business to pick up soon. 

In fact, economists are uncer- 
tain whether further interest rate 
cuts are needed to end the reces- 
sion. 

“We don’t need much more in 
the way of interest rate declines 
since the recipe for recovery is in 
place,” said Nicholas Perna, eco- 
nomist at Shawmut Corp. “But 
there is a little room — given that 
the economy is yet to bottom 
out.” 

Production at factories, mines 
and utilities fell 0.8 per cent in 
February, leaving plants opera- 
tion at just 79.1 per cent of 
capacity, the lowest level in more 
than four years, the Federal Re- 
serve Board said. 

The sluggish demand for manu- 
factured goods helped restrain 
wholesale price gains. 

The Labour Department said 


its producer price index fen by 0.6 
per cent in February, its third 
straight monthly decline. 

Most of the drop was due to 
plunging energy costs, down S.l 
per cent in February after Janu- 
ary’s 2.5 per cent decline. 

A worldwide glut of oil has 
held down energy prices despite 
war damage to facilities in the 
Middle East. 

Less encouraging was the core 
rate of wholesale inflation, which 
excludes the volatile food and 
energy categories. 

This rose an uncomfortable 0.4 
per cent in February — a g*™ 
that weighed heavily on financial 
markets. 

Economists noted that the core 
raze was down from January’s 0-5 
per cent, noting the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) looks at longer-term 
patterns and may be encouraged 
by signs of future price modera- 
tion. 

Economists also saw signs of 

easing infl ation 

Data showed that prices of 
intermediate goods fell 0.1 per 
cent in February after rising 0.1 
per cent in January, and unpro- 
cessed goods prices rose 0.2 per 
cent, down from January’s 0.3 
per cent rise. 

“A continuing decline in the 
pipeline does offer hope that you 
won't see a lot of inflat ion coming 
through,” said Gary Gumnero, 
economist at Fleet-Norstar 
Financial Corp. 

A slowdown in the pace of 
wholesale inflation would provide 


comfort to die Fed, which has 
been steadily lowering interest 
rates since July in an attempt to 
revive the economy. 

Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan 
indicated that the moderating in- 
flation provides room to lower 
rates farther. 

But he also said he was con- 
strained by financial markets, 
which fear lower rates will sparka 
new inflationary spiral. 

In another report, U.S. retail 
sales increased by 0.8 per cent in 
February, the first monthly rise 
since last October. 

Stronger car sales helped pull 
total retail sales up after a revised 
decline of 1.4 per cent in January. 
Sales fell 1.8 per cent in Decem- 
ber and were unchanged in 
November. 

February’s rise in retail sales 
was well above economists' ex- 
pectations for a 0.3 per cent 
increase. Analysts have been 
watching closely for signs of re- 
vived consumer spending that 
might lift the American economy 
out of recession now that the Gulf 
war has ended. 

The rise last month left overall 
retail sales at a seasonally ad- 
justed S148.13 billion, up from 
S148.99 billion in January. Sales 
in February 1990 totalled S149.66 
billion. 

The last monthly increase in 
retail sales was last October, 
when sales rose a scam 0.1 per 
cent. 

But excluding cars, retail sales 
rose only 0.2 per cent in Febru- 
ary, after a 0.6 per cent drop in 
January. 

Some new surveys show that 
consumer confidence may be im- 
proving now that the war is over. 
Since consumers fuel about two- 
thirds of U.S. economic activity 
through purchases of goods and 
services, any such sign is closely 
monitored as a possible precursor 
to renewed growth. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, March 17, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Buy 

673.0 

Sell 

677.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

48S.I 

491.0 

Found Sterling 

1225.2 

1232.6 

Dutch guilder 

371.4 

373.6 

Dcmschcmark 

41S.4 

420.9 

Swedish crown 

114.7 

113.4 

Swiss franc 

482 Ji 

485.4 

Italian lira (for IUU) 

56.1 

56.4 

French franc 

122.9 

123.6 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

203.2 

204.4 


Hong Kong 
resumes 
trade with 
Kuwait 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong has resumed trade with 
Kuwait now that the Gulf war has 
ended. 

Trade and economic sanctions 
against Iraq still stand. 

A trade department spokes- 
man said in a statement that 
Hong Kong Governor Sir David 
Wilson had issued an open gener- 
al licence calling for trade with 
Kuwait to be reopened. 

“Following the cessation of 
hostilities in the Gulf and the 
restoration of a legitimate govern- 
ment in Kuwait, it is now consi- 
dered appropriate for Hong Kong 
to resume trade relations with 
Kuwait,’* the spokesman said in a 
statement. 

Hong Kong imposed sanctions 
against Iraq and Kuwait on Aug. 
9. one week after Iraqi troops 
invaded Kuwait. 

Neither country is a major 
trading partner of Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong's Trade Develop- 
ment Council said the British 
colony's expons to Kuwait total- 
led 1.01 billion Hong Kong dol- 
lars (S129.5 million) in 1989, the 
latest data available, while exports 
to Iraq totalled 79.3 million dol- 
lars (S10 million). 

Imports totalled 139.5 million 
dollars (S17.9 million) from 
Kuwait and 10.000 dollars 
($1,030) from Iraq. 

The council said Hong Kong 
mainly exports and reexports gar- 
ments, watches and toys to 
Kuwait, and garments to Iraq. 

The colony buys petroleum 
products from Kuwait, the coun- 
cil said, adding it did not track 
imports from Iraq owing to the 
comparatively small sum. 


SOFA BED 

For sitting, sleeping and storage. 

Only for JD 79 

“ Please cal 1 637840 . 

r FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, in a 2-flat building, with garden, 3 bedrooms, 1 
bathroom, L-shaped sitting-dining room, veranda, terrace, direct 
telephone line, central heating. 

Annual rent: JD 3,000 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Ministry of Industry & Trade, next to 
Yugoslav Embassy. 

Telephone: 664380 • 


FURNISHED SEMI ATTACHED 
VILLA FOR RENT 

300 m 2 , 2 storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, maid 
room, fully equipped kitchen, garden, garage, 
central heating, ...etc. 

Urn Uthainah, interested? 

Call 621807, (09-802160) 
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EC says rebuilding Kuwait 
and Iraq could cost $ 400 b 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
The cost of repairing Gulf war 
damage to Kuwait and Iraq could 
be as high as S400 billion over the 
next 10 years, a senior European 
Community (EC) official' has 
said. 

“The reconstruction needs of 
Iraq and Kuwait are gigantic and 
can be estimated at between S200 
and $400 billion over the next 10 
years,’* Abel Matutes, EC Com- 
missioner for Mediterranean 
' Affaire, told the European Parlia- 
ment. 

He said oil revenues would 
meet some of the cost but a 
concerted multilateral effort was 
needed to finance economic de- 
velopment in the Mediterranean 
and the Middle East as a whole. 

The European Commission 
was working on plans for such a 
scheme, he said. Countries of the 
region would play the biggest role 
as both donors and recipients, 
and international financial in- 
stitutions like the World Bank 
should help coordinate the aid. 

Kuwait's oil minister said ear- 
lier that Iraq had caused “cat- 
astrophic" damage to Kuwaiti oil- 
fields and half the wellhead fires 
would need lengthy drilling re- 


pairs. 

“It is not only a crisis, it's a 
catastrophe.” Rashid Salem 
Ameeri told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

He said some experts believed 
it would take two years or even 
two and a half to put out all the 
fires covering the country in a 
dense black shroud. 

But Kuwait was considering 
drilling new wells while firefight- 
ing continued, to restore some 
production. 

“Because of the intensity of the 
flames we cannot get into the 
centre of the oilfields to be able 
to count the wells on fire but we 
are estimating them at between 
500-700," he said. 

“We estimate that at least 50 
per cent of the wells which are on 
fire need a long time to repair... 
they will require drilling which 
may take up to three months for 
each well.” he noted. 

Ameeri said eight fire-fighting 
teams from four North American 
companies would start work in a 
few weeks after support services 
were in ptace. 

“We can only fight eight wells 
at a time. When you compare this 
with the total number of wells 


which are on fire, that means it 
will take a very, very long time." 
he said. 

Ameeri said around half of the 
burning wells only needed to be 
capped to be brought under con- 
trol — a process which Kuwaiti 
experts say would take a mini- 
mum of two weeks for each well- 
head. 

The rest would require special 
drilling techniques. “You might 
have to drill several times before 
hitting the right place — it’s a 
very sophisticated, lengthy and 
expensive process.” 

U.S. firms Red Adair Co. 
Bowden Wild Well Control and 
Boots and Coots and the Cana- 
dian company Safety Boss were 
each providing two firefighting 
teams. Ameeri said. Kuwait had 
contracted another 20 companies 
to provide support services. 

The first step would be to 
tackle burned-out wellheads 
which were spewing millions of 
dollars worth of oil onto the 
desert. 

“There are some wells which 
are blown out and no longer on 
fire but they are gushing oil all 
over the place, making huge lakes 
which are still spreading." he 


said. 

“The experts say we have to 
ignite them because if we wait too 
long and they catch fire it wil! be 
difficult to fight the other fires,** 
he said. 

Ameeri said smoke and toxic 
hydrogen sulphide fumes made 
aerial surveys difficult and 
dangerous. 

He said he did not know how 
long it would take Kuwait — 
which before Iraq's :ri\ asion 
accounted for nearly 7.5 per cent 
of OPEC production — to begin 
exporting crude again. 

But he said the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment was considering drilling 
new wells to speed up the process 
and to begin producing enough 
crude to meet immediate domes- 
tic needs. 

“Actually we have to drill new 
wells while we are putting out the 
fires — if we wait until n e put out 
all the fires it will be too late. 
need some oil during this 
period." he stressed. 

Ameeri did not give details on 
where the drilling might take 
place but said that two'or three 
crude gathering centres in some 
of the oilfields could be repaired 
quickly. 


British poll tax seems doomed 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major appears poised for 
one of the biggest U-turns in 
modem British politics, a drastic 
reform of a system of local taxa- 
tion which was a hallmark of 
Margaret Thatcher's last years in 
office. 

Political sources said the 
cabinet led by Major has nearly 
ended a review of the hated 
community charge — dubbed poll 
tax. 

Under Thatcher, this levy on 
every adult replaced a property 
tax as the way Britian raises 
money to pay for services pro- 


vided by local government, rang- 
ing from schools to refuse collec- 
tion. 

It provoked riots and has lost 
the niling Conservatives key by- 
elections. 

An opinion survey in the Inde- 
pendent newspaper has found 
that 90 per cent of respondents 
wanted the levy replaced, wholly 
or partly, by the traditional prop- 
erty tax. 

Political sources said the 
cabinet was likely to announce a 
reform this week although details 
were not available. 

On Thursday, Major himself 


said only that “we are close to 
settling proposals that are fair.” 

Newspapers said one option 
was a form of property tax which 
would assume three adults per 
household. Discounts might be 
given where there were fewer. 

An element of head-counting 
might help placate 60 Conserva- 
tive members of parliament who 
signed a letter saying they could 
not support a straight return to 
taxing property. 

Thatcher favoured a head tax 
on the argument that everyone 
should pay. Critics said it fell 
unfairly on both rich and poor. 


taking no account of wtu: people 
could afford. 

Most household bills rose 

sharply. 

The tax, as well as Thatcher's 
hostility to closer European Com- 
munity (EC) integration, were 
among reasons fox^ revolt among 
Conservative backbenchers that 
led her to resign after more than 
11 years in power. 

The economy is in recession, 
with figures showing unemploy- 
ment had risen above two mil- 
lion, and Labour will continue :o 
harry the government on the poll 
tax. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary issue No 5 



Drawing of: March 17,19S1 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 48823 

Wins JD 25,000 


Holder of ticket No. 58031 

Wins JD 6,000 


Holder of ticke* No. 21160 
Wins JD 3,000 


Holder of ticket No 17184 

Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 50799 

Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 61969 

Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. 17065 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 73621 

Wins JD 600 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDl.OOOeach wins JD 100^ 

48824 48833 48923 49823 58823 
48822 48813 48723 47823 38823 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 600 each wins JD 60 

58032 58041 58131 59031 68031 
58030 58021 58931 57031 48031 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 300 each wins JD 30 

21161 21170 21260 22160 31160 
21169 21150 21060 20160 11160 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

17185 17194 17284 18184 27184 
17183 17174 17084 16184 07184 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JDISOeach wins JD 15 

50790 50709 50899 51799 60799 
50798 50789 50699 59799 40799 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JUlOOeach wins JD 10 

61960 61979 61069 62969 71969 
61968 61959 61869 60969 51969 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD8 

17066 17075 17165 18065 27065 
17064 17055 17965 16065 07065 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each wins JD7 

73622 73631 73721 74621 03621 
73620 73611 73521 72621 63621 


/ 

Ticket numbers 

39982 14341 35286 00311 

win JD 200 each 

Ticket numbers 
V 

22049 45054 75047 

win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


f - 8469 9298 2371 „ 

' 4274 7782 Win jd 20 each 


4202 3406 7827 
5867 9080 

Win JD 10 each 

067 540 946 652 793 

Win JD $ each 


8000 tickets ending with 

V 

4 Win JD 2 each. 



COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


1^ Qcovers. attached to’the stub of 10 ending in 


oez 104 


V V >| ■ (II 


Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 4 of March 2, 1991 



Mohammad Al Mantraq 
Abqmb - Conscript 
Half fim JD 12^00 



Khalil Al Rnbef at 
Zhiqa - Driver 
Half first JD 12^00 



Humond Sule im an 
Madsba - Merchant 
Half tecond JD 3.000 


1 

Abdnl Wabab *Eitm 
Zirqi - Policeman 
Half thud JD 1.500 


f 

_Ju'- 

Snath Yassin 
Amman - Merchant 
Half third JD 1,500 



Ibrahim Hljjawi 
Amman - Unemployed 
Full fourth JD 2,500 


Next Drawing tikes place on April 2, 1991 
First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters. 



Ahmad Al Duweik 
Amman - Student 
Half fifth JD 730. 
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Soviet referendum heightens 
anti- Russian feeling in Romania 


BUCHAREST (R) — The re- 
ferendum on (he future of (he 
Soviet Union has heightened 
anti-Russian feeling in neigh- 
bouring ex-Gommunist Romania, 
fuelling calls for Moscow to re- 
turn the former Romanian terri- 
tory of Moldova, 

"Russia is yours. Romania is 
ours" and “Jackboots out of Mol- 
dova'* became popular slogans 
ahead of the Sunday poll. 

Many thousands of Romanians 
joined demonstrations over the 
past week to support the Roma- 
nian majority in the Soviet repub- 
lic and demand the removal of 
the frontier along the River Prut, 
which they view as a second 
Berlin Wail. 

A string of protest notes from 
many political parties and press- 
ure groups flooded Romanian 
media attacking Moscow's “crude 
interference" in Moldova. And 
such sentiments were echoed at a. 
weekend congress of the ruling 
National Salvation Front (NSF). 

“We are body and soul with 
our brothers in Moldova," said a 
resolution adopted by the NSF 
national convention. It expressed 
concern about tension generated 
by the referendum, which asks 
Soviet citizens if they want to 
retain some form of federation. 

The province of Bessarabia and 
the northern part of Bucovina 
were annexed from Romania by 


the Red Army in 1940 under a 
Nazi-Soviet pact. Bessarabia was 
incorporated into the Soviet Re- 
public of Moldova and northern 
Bucovina into Ukraine. 

Romanians have been bom- 
barded in the press by harsh 
anti-Moscow statements from 
Moldovan leaders and on televi- 
sion by pictures showing dashes 
between Moldovan civilians and 
Soviet soldiers in the run-up to 
the referendum. 

The non-Communist leaders of 
Moldova, which has a population 
of 4.3 million, declared the re- 
public's sovereignty last year af- 
ter making Romanian the official 
language in 1989. This brought 
them into conflict with a Russian 
minority and President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's efforts to hold the 
Soviet Union together. 

Romanian television reports 
have quoted Moldovan police as 
accusing soldiers of entering civi- 
lian homes in search of alcohol, 
drinking them dry and damaging 
furniture, and of scaring people 
by firing guns in the forests at 
night. 

At a demonstration by more 
than 4,000 people in Bucharest 
Saturaday. Gheorghe Gavrila 
Copil, leader of a large pro- 
Moldova association, urged 
Romania's parliament to assem- 
ble jointly with the parliament of 
Moldova on March 27. 


That day is the 73rd 
anniversary of Moldova's deci- 
sion to unite with the other 
Romanian territories in a single 
state after World War I. Such a 
joint session would be a strong 
challenge to Moscow's authority. 

“The Soviet referendum con- 
tinues the crime of 1940,” said 
one banner waved at the demon- 
stration. 

“We are deeply concerned ab- 
out the situation created in Mol- 
dova in connection with the re- 
ferendum." the NSF said, noting 
that the republic had categorical- 
ly rejected hoding the vote but 
that Moscow had intervened. 

The NSF repeated allegations 
that Moscow had sem in soldiers 
and civilians from other areas to 
alter the proportion of the electo- 
rate in favour of keeping a fed- 
eration. 

It said such moves, along with 
the bolding of the vote in military 
units, were a bid to rig the result. 
This was undemocratic and con- 
tradicted European trends, it 
said. 

Meanwhile Prime Minister 
Petre Roman seems to be domi- 
nating the congress of Romania's 
ruling National Salvation front 
(NSF) but his appeal to create a 
modern social democratic party 
failed to silence critics. 

Roman won loud applause on 
the first day of the national con- 


10 killed in California plane crash 


SAN DIEGO. California (AP) — 
Seven members of country- 
western singer Reha McEm ire's 
band and her road manager were 
among 10 people killed when a 
private jet crasshcd Saturday just 
north of the Mexican border. 

There were no survivors, said 
Elly Brekke. a spokeswoman for 
the Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion (FA A). 

Miss McEntire. who had given 
a private concert Friday night in 
San Diego, was not on the jet, 
said Jenny Bohler. a spokes- 
woman for the singer. 

"Needless to say Reba is very 
upset. They all had been with her 
a long time. They were like fami- 
ly. She's lost eight family mem- 
bers." Ms. Bohler said. 

The Hawker Siddcley twin- 
engine jet crashed at 1:45 a.m. 
(1045 GMT) in rugged canyon 
country about 45 kilometres 
southeast of downtown Son Die- 
go. The National Transportation 
Safety Board was investigating, 
Ms. Brekke said. 

The plane, bound for Amaril- 
lo. Texas, had just taken off from 
Brown Field, a private airfield 
about 24 kilometres south east of 
San Diego and six kilometres 
north of the Mexican border. 

Personnel at the U.S. Navy’s 
North Island Naval Air Station. 


about 24 kilometres away from 
where the plane crashed, re- 
ported seeing a fireball as it went 
down ner Olay Mountain. Ms. 
Brekke said. 

Ms. Bohler said the people 
aboard included Miss McEn tire’s 
tour manager. Jim Hatnmon: 
band leader and keyboardist Kirk 
Cappello; vocalist Paula Kaye 
Evans; guitarists Michael Thomas 
and Terry Jackson; keyboardist 
Joey Cigainero: drummer- Tony 
Saputo. and Chris Austin, a 
vocalist who played fiddle and 
acoustic guitar. 

All the band members lived in 
Nashville. Tennessee, and were 
under 30 years old, Ms. Bohler 
said. 

“Her main concern is the fami- 
lies of the band.” Ms- Bohler 
said. "That’s all she can think 
about right now.” 

Two other band members and 
several members of Miss McEn- 
tire’s road crew had left San 
Diego for Fort Wayne on another 
flight before the crash. Ms. 
Bohler said. 

Also killed in the crash were 
pilot Don Holms and co-pilot 
Chris Hollinger. said a statement 
by the San Diego County Sher- 
iff* > Department. 

The pilot was filing an 
amended flight plan over the 


radio with air traffic controllers 
when they lost contact with the 
plane. Ms. Brekke said. 

Darkness, wet conditions and 
difficult terrain prevented sher- 
iffs deputies from reaching the 
site until daybreak. 

The crash and fire balckened 
shrub and grass, and wreckage 
was stirewn about a hillside, said 
Sheriffs Sgt. Don Fowler. 

Rain had fallen Friday night 
but had stopped before the plane 
took off. Ms. Brekke said. 

Miss McEntire and her band 
had been scheduled to play Satur- 
day night in Fort Wayne, Indi- 
ana. and Sunday in Evansville. 
Indiana. Ms. Bohler said. 

Ms. Bohler said she didn't 
know why the plane was headed 
for Amarillo. "It could have been 
routed tbat way or headed there 
for refuelling and then go on to 
Indiana." 

Miss McEntire, 35. is the only 
singer ever voted female vocalist 
of the year four times by the 
Country Music Association. 

Her album Greatest Hits went 
platinum, selling more than a 
million copies. She won a Gram- 
my in 19S7 for the album. Who- 
ever's In New England. 

Her other hit records include 
Little Rock, Walk On and 
Rumour Has it. 


‘Cold fusion pioneers invented data’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two scien- 
tists who claim to have achieved a 
cold fusion reaction in a test tube 
experiment based the claim on 
“invented'' data, a physicist says 
in a new book. 

The author, Frank Close, said 
B. Stanley Pom, chairman of the 
University of Utah Chemistry 
Department, and Martin Fleis- 
chmann of Southampton Uni- 
versity in England, violated scien- 
tific ethics, the New York Times 
reported in Sunday editions. 

The two researchers dismissed 
the accusations. 

“We did nothing wrong." 
Fhrischmann told the newspaper 
in a telephone interview from his 
home in England. 

Poos and Fleiscbmann startled 
scientists worldwide when they 
called a news conference on 
March 27, 1989, to announce they 
achieved a nuclear fusion reac- 
tion in a test tube at room 
temperature. 

Nodear fusion is the force that 
powers the sun and stars through 
the merging, rather than splitting, 
of atoms. Achieving a fusion 
reaction requires millions of de- 
grees of heat. If one could be 
generated at room, or “cold," 


temperatures, a nearly limitless 
supply of cheap energy could be 
developed. 

In his book, Too Hot To Hand- 
le, to be published in May by 
Princeton University Press, Close 
said crucial evidence on which the 
odd fusion claim was based was 
so skewed as to have been “in- 
vented.'' 

Close, a physicist and resear- 
cher, holds top posts at Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tcnncssc and the Rutherford 
Laboratory in Britain. 

All types of nuclear fusion pro- 
duce a variety of byproducts, 
including heat, gamma rays and 
neutrons. Pons and Fleiscbmann, 
in a preliminary paper published 
shortly after their announcement, 
said their reaction produced gam- 
ma ray readings of 2.5 million 
electron-volts, or MEV. 

The reading, they said, was 
taken by Robert J. Hoffman, a 
radiation safety officer . 

But Hoffman told the Times 
that the reuturchcrs used his 
data “any way they liked" with- 
out consulting him. And months 
later, be said, he discovered bis 
measuring instruments had been 
faulty. 


According to Dose’s book, 
Flcischmann presented the 2.5 
MEV figure to scientists a few 
days after the paper was pub- 
lished and they told him 2.5 MEV 
would not indica t e cold fusion 
had been achieved . A few days 
later, in another talk, he said the 
reading was 2.2 MEV, which the 
times said was the correct reading 
that would have been recorded in 
a successful cold fusion test. 

Hoffman told the newspaper 
that because of his faulty equip- 
ment, be doesn't know what mev 
reaction actually took place. 

Other scientists have been un- 
able to duplicate the cold fusion 
success Pons and Fleischmann 
have claimed. 

Poos couldn't be reached for 
comment. His lawyer told the 
Times the book's assertions were 
unfounded. 

Fleischmann said the two fi- 
gures were simply the result of a 
change in calculation. 

“You always calculate,” he 
said. “When you measure, you 
have to convert it into an energy, 
you have to calibrate and calcu- 
late. In the preliminary not you 

cannot explain all that.” 


Cholera fight in Peru hampered 
by cuts in water, electricity 


LIMA (AP| — Most of the capit- 
als 7 million re>idenl> woke up 
5a:urda> to find their faucet* dry 
because of emergency work at the 
city’s main water plant. 

Medical experts Saturday said 
the water cutoff may worsen a 
cholera epidemic that has already- 
killed more than 500 people. A 
spokesman for the water com- 
pany said he was unsure how long 
the cutoff would last. 

Workers need to remove large 
amounts of debris from the water 
plant's intake pipes, the spokes- 
man said. The rain-swollen 
Rimac River is filled with many 
more branches and logs than 
usual, he said. 

Most water company workers 
began an indefinite strike last 
week but the spokesman denied 


the walkout has affected the 
paint. There are enough non- 
striking and managerial workers 
to remo\e the debris, he said. 

Medical experts said the tack of 
water will make it harder for 
people to wash themselves and 
properly cook their food. 

Unflushed toilets are particu- 
larly dangerous, a Health Minis- 
try spokesman said. The many 
flies common during the southern 
hemisphere summer can quickly- 
spread the disease, he said. 

Cholera is a bacteria spread 
mainly by food and water con- 
taminated by the feces of people 
sick with the disease. 

The lack of water may become 
more severe Sunday, when the 
electric company cuts off power 
in most of Lima. 


The company. Electrolima. 
says it must make emergency 
repairs to transmission towers 
that have been weakened by rust. 

The electrical shutdown may- 
last longer than planned because 
many Electrolima workers are 
expected to begin an indefinite 
strike Monday. 

Without electricity, the pumps 
that move water to rooftop stor- 
age tanks of multi-story buildings 
cannot work. 

The water company says 85 per 
cent of Lima residents have run- 
ning water in their homes. 

About 70 per cent of Lima’s 
water comes from the Rimac 
River, which flows out of the 
Andean Mountains into the de- 
sert coastal plain. The other 30 
per cent comes from wells. 


vention Saturday when be urged 
705 delegates and hundreds of 
supporters to back the govern- 
ment’s market-oriented reforms 
and embarace his Western-style 
social democratic programme. 

"The NSF has imposed itself ... 
as the party for breaking with the 
Communist system, with con- 
servative nostalgia or utopian 
p rog rammes , and as an organisa- 
tion for economic and political 
construction,” Roman said. 

Roman came under fierce 
attack from some who were in the 
front line of the revolution which 
toppled S talinis t dictator Nicolae 
Ceansescu and swept the NSF to 
power in December 1989. 

“The government has concen- 
trated itself around technocrats 
and used Roman's strong perso- 
nality to take over the party's 
leadership," Senator Dan Iosif 
said. 

Iosif, 39, who fought against 
Ceausescu’s security forces 15 
months ago, voiced young radic- 
als' disillusion with the present 
leaders and accused them of 
abandoning those who risked 
their lives to bring Roman and 
President Ion IHescu to power. 

Roman dismissed the accusa- 
tions as untrue and unfair and 
brushed aside criticism levelled at 
him by front conservatives who 
accused him of being too reckless 
m his reform drive. 

Cambodian 

government 

offensive 

‘stalled’ 

BANGKOK (AP) — A Cambo- 
dian guerrilla faction said Sunday 
that its forces have stalled a 
week-old government offensive 
in western Cambodia that has 
caused dozens of casualties 
among civilians and combatants. 

By late Saturday, the guerrillas 
had retaken all key defensive 
positions south east of their stron- 
ghold of Thmar Puok that had 
fallen to government troops dur- 
ing the offensive, said Ok Serei 
Sopheak, military spokesman for 
the non-Communist Khmer Peo- 
ple’s National Liberation Front. 

The counterattacks drove 
forces of the Vietnamese- 
installed government at least 23 
kilometres from Thmar Puok. 
purting the stronghold outside 
artillery range, he said. 

The official government media 
in Phnom Penh have, not men- 
tioned the fighting near Thmar 
Puok. Sopheak" s claims could not 
be independently verified, but in 
the past his accounts of fighting 
have generally been considered 
reliable. 

In all. four defensive positions 
were recaptured Saturday by 
National Liberation Front guer- 
rillas. Sopheak said. Four others 
were retaken between Thursday 
and Saturday. 

“U seems that for the time 
being they are not able to take 
Thmar Puok from us," said 
Sopheak. contacted by telephone 
in Bangkok. 

He said about 6.U00 govern- 
ment troops, backed by amillery 
and at least 15 Soviet-made T-54 
tanks, began pushing toward 
Thmar Puok on March 9. The 
area is defended by 7.GOO-S.OOO 
guerrillas, he said. 

The fighting has been some of 
the heaviest in western Cambodia 
this year. Thmar Puok is about 20 
kilometres from the Thai border. 

Government forces shelled 
Thmar Puok in midweek, killing 
five civilians and wounding 10 
others. Sopheak said. 


Soviet TV 
sacks 3 
news 

presenters 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet televi- 
sion authorities said Sunday they 
had sacked three presenters of a 
popular news programme which 
held out until last week against 
attempts to censor its indepen- 
dent reporting. 

The Television News Service 
(TSN) programme, broadcast 
three times a day. will remain on 
the air. But replacement presen- 
ters are likely to be more con- 
servative than iheir predecessors, 
who offered a lively alternative to 
the main evening news. 

A spokesman for the state radio 
and television company gave no 
reason for the dismissal of the 
three TSN presenters — Tatyana 
Mitkova, Yuri Rostov and Dmit- 
ry Kiselyov. 

But rheir sacking follows the 
suspension of a controversial cur- 
rent affairs programme in Janu- 
ary and a general tightening of 
restrictions on the Soviet broad- 
cast media. 

Independent newspaper still 
flourish alongside the official 
press, which invariably promotes 
a Kremlin view on controversial 
domestic issues such as ties be- 
tween the centre and republics. 

One of the dismissed TSN pre- 
senters was reprimanded this year 
after reading an official account 
of military action against separat- 
ists in the Baltic republics and 
then adding: “This is the only 
version that we are allowed to 
give.*’ 

The liberal newspaper Komso- 
molskaya Pravda noted last week 
that TSN bad lost some of its 
earlier dynamism. 

It said chief editor Olvar 
Kakuchai had cut out 80 per cent 
of the content of Monday’s prog- 
ramme. "Yuri Rostov was on 
duty that day and he believed it to 
be his duty to refuse to appear on 
the air.” the newspaper said. 

"I consider the programme to 
have its own image. To present 
the news in such a mutilated way 
... would not be right.” it quoted 
Rostov as saying. 

Rostov said the censored sec- 
tions included reports on Rus- 
sian republican leader Boris Yelt- 
sin, the coalminers’ strike and 
clashes between police and de- 
monstrators in Yugoslavia. 

Several television and radio 
journalists have complained ab- 
out censorship since Communist 
Party Central Committee official 
Leonid Kravchenko took over as 
head of the State Broadcasting 
Service in November. 


Minister: Albania is at 
tur nin g point in history 


NEW YORK (R) — Albania's 
Foreign Minister has said that 
Europe's last bastion of orthodox 
communism, which this week re- 
newed diplomatic relations with 
the United States after a break of 
52 years, was at a turning point in 
its history. 

"I think restoring diplomatic 
relations at this stage with the 
United States is of special Signifi- 
cance ... Albania is now at the 
threshold, it is going through 
really exciting times, a turning 
point in its history," said Foreign 
Minister Muhamet Kapllani. 

In an interview conducted here 
with Visnews. the international 
television news agency. Kapllani 
said Albania's first multi-party 
elections in 40 years scheduled 
for March 31 would be overseen 
by observers from countries in- 
cluding the United States, Bri- 
tain. France. Italy and the Soviet 
Union. 

Kapllani said Albania wel- 
comed elections that would pro- 
duce" a really truly representa- 
tive parliament, a pluralistic par- 
liament, out of which will come 
the future government." 

Relations between Albania and 
the United States were broken, in 
1939 when fascist Italy invaded 
and occupied Albania. They were 
not restored after World War II 
because Washington said Tirana 
refused to recognise the validity 


of pre-war treaties with the Un- 
ited States. 

For 40 years the tiny Balkan 
state was cut off from the outside 
world by the isolationist policies 
of Stalinist leader Enver Hoxha. 
His successor Ramiz Alia, who 
took over in 1985, cautiously 
introduced some reforms, but his 
country was swept by change 
since student protests in Decem- 
ber and some 20,000 disillusioned 
Albanians fled the country. 

Kapllani said there would be 
no penalties for those Albanians 
who opted to return to their 
homeland. 

"They will not suffer any 
consequences if they return soon 
... we have been very, very toler- 
ant. Because we understand we 
have to deal with an abnormal 
situation when people mainly for 
economic reasons are sometimes 
just tempted to go abroad, and 
many of the thousands have re- 
turned.’’ 

Kapllani said his government 
was committed to a market- 
oriented economy and was ready 
to “join in the mainstream of the 
European and international eco- 
nomic relations." 

“Our society is being renewed, 
reformed radically in the politic- 
al, economic, social fields, in 
whole areas embracing tbe life of 
the country,” he said. 



Inkatha supporters rally 
in South Africa town 


ALEXANDRA, South Africa 
(AP) — More than 2.000 Inkatha 
Freedom Party supporters rallied 
Sunday in this tense black 
township, chanting, singing and 
waving homemade clubs and 
spears, under the gaze of police 
and soldiers. 

Police reported an Inkatha sup- 
porter was hacked to death near 
the rally site and that security 
forces had to stop armed bands 
from leaving the rally to attack 
township residents. 

A police said two men were 
stabbed to death overnight in 
Alexandra and that three other 
people died in unrest incidents in 
other areas. 

Sunday's rally, which Inkatha 
called part of its effort to help 
stop township violence, came a 
week after authorities declared 
Alexandra an unrest area because 
of faction fighting tbat killed 
dozens of people. 

"Zulu. Zulu," shouted the 
bands of armed men wearing 
red headbands of the Zulu- 
dominated Inkatha as they 
moved through township streets 


under the gaze of security forces 
and bystanders: 

Soldiers in full battle uniform, 
many canying automatic rifles, 
and police with shotguns accom- 
panied the war bands from work- 
ers hostels where many Zulus 
live. A yellow police helicopter 
circled overhead. 

More Inkatha supporters 
travelled by taxi to Alexandra, 
the only township in Johannes- 
burg’s dry limits. Police stopped 
them outside Alexandra to reg- 
ulate thetr entrance and take 
away some of their spears, 
knives, axes and machetes. 

At one hostel, a police lieute- 
nant negotiated with Inkatha offi- 
cials about what weapons the 
supporters could carry. 

“I’m willing to escort the peo- 
ple down there," he said, “bur no 
spears, no pangas (machetes), no 
axes.” 

A man canying a spear re- 
sponded: “This is a tradition with 
us.” Gesturing to township resi- 
dents watching from the road- 
side, he said. “They are not 
disarmed, our enemies.” 


Tamil Tigers to seek international 
recognition as liberation movement 


COLOMBO (AP) — Tamil Ti- 
gers fighting for a separate home- 
land in this island nation plan to 
seek international recognition as 
a liberation movement, a rebel 
spokesman said Sunday. The Sri 
Lankan government said the re- 
bel move should be ignored. 

"We will shortly make moves 
to legitimise our freedom struggle 
under international law, like the 
PLO (Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation).” said a rebel spokes- 
man. Lawrence Thilaker^ in a 
telephone interview from his 
Paris office. 

He said the idea was being 
discussed with '‘many countries, 
including those in Western 
Europe, who will sponsor our 
case to the international com- 
munity.” He did not identify the 
countries. 

Thilaker did not say what 
advantages the Tigers hoped to 
gain by such a move. The Pales- 
tine Liberation Oreanisation has 


been admitted as an observer to 
international bodies and its repre- 
sentatives have been accorded 
diplomatic status in some coun- 
tries. 

Bradman Weerakoon. the in- 
ternational affairs adviser to Sri 
Lankan President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa, said the move to seek 
legitimacy by a “terrorist orginsa- 
tion like the Tamil Tigers only 
deserves to be ignored." 

Weerakoon repeated the gov- 
emmnt’s offer to negotiate with 
the Tmils over their grievances. 
Tamils, who comprise IS percent 
of Sri Lanka's 16 million people, 
say they have been locked out of 
power and jobs by the majority 
Sinhalese. 

Thilaker said the government 
had placed impossible conditions 
on negotiations by demanding 
that the Tigers disarm, that rival 
Tamil groups be included and 
that the talks must be held with 
fugitive Tiger leader Velupillai 


Prabhakaran. 

Thilaker said the rebels fear for 
Prabhakaran's safety rf he were to 
attend talks with the government. 

“We don’t trust the govern- 
ment with Prabhakaran. The 
Tamil people will not permit us to 
allow him to participate in any 
talks with the government," Thi- 
laker said. 

The 36-year-old Prabhakaran 
was trained in guerrilla warfare in 
Lebanon in the late 1970s by 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. He is now Sri Lank- 
a’s most wanted fugitive. 

Thilaker said the Tiger forces 
were necessary to protect the 
lives and property of Tamils 
against what he called genocide 
by the government. 

The Tigers, formally known as 
the Liberation Tigers for Tamil 
Eelam, were established in 1976 
and began a guerrilla war against 
the government in 1983. 


Biological parents seek visitation rights to 12-year- old 

SARASOTA, Florida (AP) — Mays and his late wife, Barbara, Kmberiy and the Twines and able divorce t ■ 

While Hollywood works to bring who died of cancer in 1981. The their seven other children, ages 8 and L" 


SARASOTA, Florida (AP) — 
While Hollywood works to bring 
die story of babies “switched at 
birth” to the screen, the real-life 
players are heading to court in a 
bitter tug of war over a 12-year- 
old girl. 

“The preliminary script we re- 
viewed for the movie had a happy 
ending mid it’s our hope that die 
real-life story will have a happy 
ending also,” said John Blakely, 
an attorney who is seeking visita- 
tion rights for the biological pa- 
rents of Kimberly, a hazel-eyed 
scctb-grader. 

But Bob Mays, wbo raised the 
girl from birth only to discover be 
was not her biological father, is 
worried Ernest and Regina Twigg 
want shared custody of his only 
child. 

“We’re still on our roller coas- 
ter ride,” Mays said. 

The stories of two families who 
unknowingly raised the other's 
child for more than nine years is 
being made into a television 
miniseries to be aired over two 
nights in the United States, likely 
in early May, producer Michael 
O’Hara said. 

Kimberly, bora at a tiny rural 
hospital in central Florida, went 
borne with the wrong parents — 


Mays and his late wife, Barbara, 
who died of cancer in 1981. The 
giri born to the Mayses, whom 
the Twiggs named Ariena, died 
of a heart defect in 1988. 

Just before Ariena’s death, 
genetic tests sffiVwed she was not 
the Twiggs' biological daughter. 

Their search for their biological 
daughter led them back to Har- 
dee Memorial Hospital in 
Waucfaula, where Mrs, Mays and 
Mis. Twigg gave birth within days 
of each other in winter 1978. 

A three-year custody battle 
.over Kimberly ensued. Mays, a 
Sarasota roofing salesman, re- 
jected repeated requests for 
genetic testing to resolve the mys- 
tery. 

The impasse was broken when 
tbe Twiggs agreed in writing in 
October 1989 not to seek custody 
Of Kimberly, even if she turned 
out to be their daughter. Under 
tbe agreement, foe Twiggs had 
the option to seek, visitation. 

Genetic tests showed the 
Twiggs were Kimberly’s biologic- 
al parents, and psychologists 
were brought in to make recom- 
mendations if and when meetings 
should occur. 

Sine last June, there have been 
at least five meetings between 


Kmberiy and the Twiggs and 
their seven other children, ages 8 
through 23, attorneys said. 

Both sides agreed the kids got 
along fine, but tbe adults had 
more difficulty. 

Mis. Twigg, still reeling from 
Ariena's loss, was dopted herself 
at an early age. Getting to know 
Kmberiy i S' perhaps especially 
important because of that back- 
ground, her attorney said. 

Tbe Twiggs moved from Penn- 
sylvania back to Florida a couple 
of years ago In part to be near 
Kimberly. They sealed in Sebr- 
ing, about 96 kilometres from 
Sarasota. 

“They were on cloud nine with 
each of Kimberly's visits,” Blake- 
ly said. 

In November, Mays stopped 
the visitations. 

He said it was a temporary 
move, at least through January, 
because he had grounded tbe 
youth for falling grades and 
mood swings he didn't under- 
stand. 

“They chose to have their 
attorney write ns a letter which 
amounted to an ultimatum to 
have Kimberly about half of the 
time,” Mays said. “You would 
have thought it was a very axm- 


‘Tra not seeing the same child 
I knew a year or two ago,” he 
said. “The doctors are working 
with her. Once we have a handle 
on it m be a whole lot happier,” 

Blakely said the Twiggs' 
psychologist. Dr. Harold Snath, 
concluded visitation should be 
more frequent. 

fa d ocuments filed last week in 
orcuit court, Mrs. Twigg quoted 
Kimberly as saying, “I don’t want 
to hurt my dad’s feelings, so I'll 
cafi you Mr. and Mrs. Twigg in 
front of my dad, but TU call you 
mom and dad when I'm just with 
yon." 

No hearing date has been sche- 
duled.. 

Noting the bitterness between 
the two sides, O’Hara said it was 
“a miracle” to get the two fami- 
lies to agree on the script. 

“My goal has been a balanced 
point of view,” he said. “I tell 
two parallel stories. In 1978 two 
people are leaving tbe hospital 
and get on two trains. By the end 
of the first night the two trains 
collide. The second night t&als 
with the emotional debris left all 
over the tracks.” 


Costner wins 
directors’ award 

NEW YORK t&P) — First-time 
director Kevin Costner won the 
Directors Guild of America 
Award for best director of 1990 
for his epic western. Dances With 
Wolves. Costner also starred in 
the film, a three-hour account of 
a U.S. cavalry officer living with 
American Indians. The film won 
him the Golden Globe Award as 
best director earlier this month. 
In the competition. Costner beat 
out veteran director Francis Ford 
Coppola, who was nominated for 
the fifth time for The Godfather. 
Part III- Also nominated were 
Barry Levinson for Avalon. Mar- 
tin Scorsese for Goodfellas and 
Giuseppe Tomato re for Cinema 
Paradiso. The 43rd annual Direc- 
tors Guild of America Awards 
were presented during cere- 
monies in Beverly Hills. Califor- 
nia. and New York. The guild’s 
9,300 members were eligible to 
vote for the winner. Tornatore’s 
film won an Oscar last year for 
Best Foreign Language Film and 
arrived in U.S. theatres in Febru- 
ary 1990. qualifying for the guild 
award. It is his first guild nomina- 
tion. Last year. Oliver won the 
guild award for his Bom On The 
Fourth of July. Levinson won in 
1988 for Rain Man. Coppola's 
previous four nominations were 
for Apocalypse Now, The Con- 
versation and the previous two 
Godfather films. Scorsese received 
his third nomination, previously 
he was nominated for Raging 
Bull and Taxi Driver. Goodfellas 
has been named the best film of 
1990 and Scorsese the best direc- 
tor by Associations of Film Cri- 
tics in New York. Los Angeles 
arid Boston. 


Uganda to promote 
gorillas as tourist 
attraction 

KAMPALA (R) — Uganda is . 
planning to promote its mountain 
gorillas as tourist attractions to 
lure visitors back to the country 
after decades of wars and instabil- 
ity. “We are moving forward with 
gorilla tourism,” Ben Otto, a 
senior Ministry rif Tourism offi- 
cial. said. About 420 of the anim- 
als live in the Bwindi Forests of 
western Uganda, bordering Zaire 
and Rwanda. Tourists stopped 
taking safaris in Uganda with The 
rise of Idi Amin's government in 
the 1970s. Stability has returned 
but wildlife in the once-famous 
Murchison Falls and Queen Eli- 
zabeth National Parks has been 
largely wiped out by poachers. 
Uganda's tiny neighbour Rwanda 
earned SI 5 million last year from 
tourism based on its gorillas, 
made famous by the film Gorillas 
In The Mist. Otto said. But the 
business has collapsed since re- 
bels invaded the country in Octo- 
ber. Conservations^ say the war 
threatens 350 gorillas in Rwan- 
da's Volcanoes National Park, 
where thousands of rebels are 
holed up. Otto said up to 800 
‘chimpanzees in Ugandan forests 
near Kabale. 250 kilometres west 
of Kampala, should also attract 
tourists. 

Thai charged with 
dealing in slavery 

AUCKLAND (AP) — A Thai 
man appeared in court after 
allegedly selling a 26-year-old 
Thai woman for 3.000 dollars 
(S1.S00). Decha-Iamsakun 
Prasen. 42. was arrested Friday ’ 
night after he allegedly sold the 
woman to an undercover police 
officer. He was charged with 
dealing in slavery and entered no 
plea. The penalty for slavery was 
not immediately known. Prasert 
is being held in custody at least 
until Monday to give him time to 
hire a lawyer and the court to 
secure an interpreter. Both 
Prasert and the woman were in 
New Zealand on visitors permits. 

Japan’s Princess 
Kiko expecting 

T 2 K YO (AP) -- Princess Kiko. 
wife of Emperor Akihito’s second , 

son. is expecting the couple's first 

child in October, the imperial 
household agency has 
announced. If the baby is a boy. 
he will stand third in line to the 
throne, following crown prince 

f!r£ Uh ‘?'- 31 - and the baby’s 
father, Pnnce Akishino, 25. The 

he the emperor’s first 
S The announcement 
MJd doetors reported the 24-year- 
otd Kiko in good health. She and 
AKismno married last June 29 
Naru.hito. the emperor’s eldest 
son, is still unmarried. Kiko was a 
graduate student at Gakushuin 
University and a commoner be- 
fore she married Her former fel- 
St i dent - known then as . 
of SI * A ? 3, She is the darter 

°* a Professor at the school 



